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BOARD OF EDUCATION
PRESENT ABSENT

Mr. Tim Kine - President v
Mrs. Katherine Moore - Vice President V

Mr. Scott Peters - v
Mrs. Denise Falbo V

Mr. Kevin V

Mr. John Troy v
Mr. Frank Ventura v

STAFF PRESENT

Karen Perry, Superintendent; Dr. Charles Vitton, Asst. Supt. of Curriculum; Jim Connelly, Asst. Supt. of
Business; Ellen Belotti, Student Services Director; Michael Krugman, Principal; Mike Rolinitis, Principal; Steve

Stein, Princípal; Patti Bogdan, Asst. Principal; Judy Spla¡, Asst. Principal; Scott Pritchard, Asst. Principal; Ann

Lewandowski, Foodservice Director; Ron Kaczorowski, Transportation Director; Ryan Adkins, Technology

Director; Barbara Germany, Executive Secretary.

VISITORS PRESENT

Bob Garcia, Bob Elsinga, Mary Louise Knoerzer, Kate Wojtulewicz, Peggy lll, Amy Alderman, Tom Nolan, Tara

Kristoff, Sandy Liden, Karen Bussean, Joe Spalla, Kelly Huscher, Robert Huscher, Joe Moore, Carol Garcia, Jenny

Daley.

PRESS

Amanda Jacobs, Mokena Messenger, Amy Alderman, Chicago Tribune.

OPENING AND ROLL CAIL
Mr. King called the Regular Meet¡ng of the Board of Education of Mokena Public School District 159 to order at
7:00 p.m. March tO,}OLO at Mokena Junior High School.

PTEDGE OF ATLEGIANCE

Mr. Rolinitis led the Board of Education, staff, and visitors in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

EDUCATIONAL SHOWCASE

Mrs. Tara Kristoff presented to the Board of Education the Wiki she has developed for utilization in her

classroom. She summarized how she developed the Wiki, criteria utilized in her selection of a platform, as

well as pract¡ces within her classroom. Mrs. Moore commended Mrs. Kristoff for her initiative in this area.

PUBLIC COMMENTS & COMMUNICATIONS
Superintendent's Report - Mrs. Perry thanked the community members that attended the March 4th working

session. She informed the Board that a Podcast conta¡n¡ng the presentation she gave that evening would be

available on the district websíte by March 11. She also mentioned that the PTA Fun Fair will be held on

Saturday, March 1.3.
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MTA - no comments.

The followíng individuals offered commentary regarding the referendum outcome and district response:

Mr. Robert Elsinga - suggested the school board consider a 4 day week for students.

Mr. Thomas Nolan - conveyed his support of the previous referendum, sadness over its failure, and support of

the current adm¡n¡strat¡on and Board of Education for any future efforts to be made. He also offered his

assistance on any future referendum initiatives.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEENNG MINUTES

Mr. Troy moved, seconded by Mrs. Falbo to approve the followíng meeting minutes:

¡ Regular Meeting, February LO'âOLO

. Special Meeting, February 25,2OIO
o Closed Session, February 25,20L0 as amended

On Roll Call

Ayes: Mrs. Falbo, Mr. King, Mrs. Moore, Mr' Peters, Mr' Troy, Mr' Ventura

Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED

Abstain: None

INFORMATION REPORTS

MOKENA EDUCATION FOUNDATION UPDATE

Bob Garcia provided the Board of Education and audience with an overview of the Education Foundation and

services it currently provides to the district. He welcomed anyone to attend meetings which are held monthly.

Mr. Ventura mentioned that if their meetings were scheduled on a more regular basis, the Foundation might

experience a greater attendance rate. Mrs. Perry thanked Mr. Garcia and the Foundation for all of their

assistance to the district. She also ment¡oned that in addition to being on the Education Foundation, Bob

Garcia was also instrumental in chairing the Referendum Committee.

FINANCIAT REPORT

The revenue for the month of February, in all funds, was 5466,344 which represents 2% of the total annual

revenue budget. Last year at this t¡me we received 53gg,gzg. we are cont¡nu¡ng to see a delay in the state

funding payments. As of the end of February, 2010 the district shoutd have received 5396,735 in categorical

funds receivable from the state. The expenditures for the month, in all funds, were $1,645 ,9L4 or 7 -4% of

budget. Last year the expenses for the month of February were 51,557,977.

TREASURER,S REPORT

Mr. Connelly reviewed the Treasure/s Report with the Board of Education'

STUDENT ACTIVITY REPORT

Mr. Connelly reviewed the Student Activity account with the Board of Education.

uNcotN-wAY AREA SPECIAI EDUCATION MINUTES - February 23,zOtO

Mrs. Moore reported on the following items from the January 26 meeting:

o Mr. Englert reported on the status of the Transit¡on House. The Cooperative architect indicated

that the bid specifications should be completed next week. The application process with the

Village of Frankfort for a special use permit will take place at the beginning of March.

o Dr. Bintz provided a status report on the proposed Cooperative Foundation.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES

Mr. Peters provided the Board with a summary of the approved December 2,2009 minutes:

r Mr. Adkins described the copier contract with the finance committee and his recommendation to

eliminate overages.
¡ Mr. Connelly updated the Finance Committee on the asbestos consultant search process.

¡ As a contíngency of the referendum not passing, Mrs. Perry and Mr- Connelly provided an overview of

discussion from the budget workshop on November 5, 2009. The board will be making staff reduct¡ons

and increasing fees if insufficient state funding cont¡nues and the referendum does not pass'

FOIA REQUESTS

Mrs. perry updated the Board regarding the six FOIA requests received in late February and early March'

overall, office staff and administration has spent 35.25 hours gather¡ng the information for these requests'

KIN DERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Kindergarten registrat¡on has been changed to (tentatively)April 28,2oto. This information will be posted on

the District website and a Connect ED message will be sent once we officially schedule the date. After much

consideration, it has been decided that the geographical split decision concerning which students will attend

the AM/pM Kindergarten sessions will be determined after registrat¡on. lt ¡s ant¡c¡pated that this information

will be available one week after the school year ends'

BUDGET CATENDAR

The Board was provided with the tentat¡ve dates for preparation of next school yea/s budget'

STUDENT FEES FOR 201G2011 SCHOOT YEAR

After some discussion, Board members requested adm¡n¡stration to determine actual costs for materials in

order to derive an accurate rate that would reflect costs. Mrs. Perry informed the Board that this information

would be made available at the Special Meeting scheduled for March 16'

BUILDING USAGE RATES FOR 2O1O-11

As a result of a study of district cost and surrounding district rental fees, it is the administrations'

recommendation that the building usage fees for outside community groups be increased to $35/hour

Monday through Saturday, anO SiO/nour on Sunday, effective 7 /L|2OLO for existing groups, and immediately

for any new organizat¡ons. organizations such as the PTA, Music Boosters, Athletic Boosters, as well as the G¡rl

Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Lions Club are not charged to utilize the facilities for their activities'

ASBESTOS CONTRACT

Mr. Mark Schleyer of Environmental Consulting Group, lnc. (ECG) was present to provide a review of the

recommendation of the Finance Committee. Due to a quest¡on posed by Mr. Troy regarding the level of

insurance liability coverage for the selected contracto¡ the request for approval of th¡s contract has been

postponed until the information becomes available'

ACTION REQUESTS

DtsrRlcr Bltts
Mr. peters reviewed the bills for the month. Mr. Peters moved to approve the bilts as presented, seconded by

Mrs. Falbo.

On RollCall
Ayes: Mrs' Falbo, Mr. King, Mrs. Moore, Mr' Peters, Mr. Troy, Mr. Ventura

Nays: None

MOTION CARRIED

Abstain: None
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CONSENTAGENDA
. Requestto Prepare Tentative Agenda

Mrs. Moore moved, seconded by Mr. Troy to approve the consent agenda item for the Board's authorization

to prepare the Fiscal Year 2010-11. Budget for Mokena School District 159.

On RollCall
Ayes: Mrs. Falbo, Mr. King, Mrs. Moore, Mr. Peters, Mr. Troy, Mr' Ventura

Nays: None Absta¡n: None

MOTION CARRIED

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION - ASBESTOS CONTRACT- tAbICd UNt¡I IATET dAtE

POSITION BLDG. EFFECTIVE

DATE

SATARY

A. Leave ofAbsence
Cindy O'Keefe 1* Grade Teacher MES z1t}-2}LtSchool Unpaid Medical

Year Leave ofAbsence

B. Resignation
Jennifer Lucas Psychologist MES At the conclusion of

the 2009-10 school
year

Mrs. Moore moved to approve personnel recommendations A and B, as presented. Motion was seconded by

Mr. Peters.

On Roll Call

Ayes: Mrs. Falbo, Mr' King, Mrs. Moore, Mr' Peters, Mr' Troy, Mr' Ventura

Nays: None Abstain: None

MOTION CARRIED

QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO ACTION REPORTS

No questions.

ITEMS FOR THE APRIT AGENDA

o Board self evaluation.
o Policies for first reading.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE MOKENA AREA

o PTA Fun Fair will be held th¡s upcoming weekend'

o Mokena was named the number one affordable community in lllinois in Business Magazine.

o Mrs. Falbo mentioned that several of the Top L0 students at Lincoln Way East graduated from

Mokena School District 159.

o MIS will be holding a Student Bake Off on Wednesday, March 24 in conjunction with the PTA

meeting.
o 24 students from MJHS competed in the Regional science Fair.

o The 3-on-3 Tournament will be held on 3/26 and 3127 '
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ctosED sEssloN
At g:40 p.m. Mr. peters moved to adjourn to Closed Session for matters pertain¡ng to personnel and litigation.

This motion was seconded by Mrs. Moore. Open Session adjourned by unanimous vote.


