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At this sparkling time of year,
We think of our students who are special and
dear:
We're sending this poem in hopes that
it conveys
Our best wishes For a Happy Holidays]

Mrs. Clavenna and Mrs. Splayt

PTA News

Santa’s Secret Workshop
Saturday, December 4th
10 amto 1 pm
MES Commons

Each day, we evaluate the weather conditions and determine if the weather allows for our
children to go outside. Our general policy is to keep the students indoors for recess if the
combined air temperature and wind chill is below 20 degrees. On those (borderline) days
when the temperature and wind chill combine to make it cold, but not unbearable, our
building aides will take children outdoors for no more than 10 minutes. This allows the
students to run off excess energy and catch a breath of fresh air.

Please be assured, our first concern is the well-being of our students. Students should
come to school expecting to go outdoors unless the weather conditions make it unsafe to
do so. Warm coats, hats and gloves should provide plenty of protection for the days we
go outdoors for recess.




School Closing

Information

&= ~ FISH ~

The Mokena organization known as “FISH” will be collecting items for
needy families in the community this holiday season. We are inviting
MES students to spread the holiday cheer by bringing in particular items
of need.

Families can find out if school is

closed via any of the following:

¢+ www.Mokenal59.org

¢ Announcements will be made
between 6:30 and 8:00 a.m. on
WJOL (AM-1340), WBBM (AM-
780) and Channel 9 television

¢ A Connect Ed message will be sent
by District Office to all parents/
guardians

All items should be brought to school on
Friday, December 2nd

Students wishing to participate in the FISH drive can bring in the
following items according to their grade level:

PreK, Kindergarten : Tissue (Kleenex) and Toilet Paper (in original
plastic wrap/container)

First Grade: Boxed food items (cereal, macaroni and cheese, rice,
prepared dinners, etc., no canned foods please)

Early Dismissal Day@ 11:40 am

Second Grade: Wrapping Paper, Ribbon, Bows & Tape
December 7th

Third Grade: Paper Towels, Napkins and Disposable Diapers (in
AM Kindergarten students attend original plastic wrap/container)

NO PM Kindergarten students o
Thank you for your generosity this holiday season!!

Substitute Nurses Needed

Dismissal Procedures

If you are a registered nurse who is
interested in subbing for our District,
please stop by the District Office and
fill out an application.

If you are planning to pick up your child prior to the
regular dismissal time, please do so by 2:50 p.m. and
sign the student out in the school office.

If you send a note to your child’s teacher regarding
an early pick up from school, this note is sent by the
teacher to the office; with this in mind, please include
in your note the child’s full name, the parent’s full
name, and the teacher’s name. This will aveid any

Ter‘ ra NOV(_] TeST | ng—Gr'Cld e 3 confusion with your child’s transportation needs.

Much thanks!

) ) If you telephone the office to pick up your child
All third gr'ade students at MES will be early, or to change their transportation from being a

administered the Terra Nova achievement bus rider to a walker/car rider, you MUST come into

test and In View cognitive abilities test the school and sign the child out. Proper identifica-
. tion may be required prior to leaving with your child.
during the week of &

January 23—January 27, 2012 Thanks for your cooperation in all of these
matters!

Please ensure that your child gets a good
night's sleep and eats a proper breakfast
during this week of testing.
Thanks for your help!
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Reminders from Nurse Molly/Mrs. Bohrer

BLVTBUDRICS

DON'T FORGET TO WASH YOUR HANDS THIS SEASON AND REMIND YOUR CHILDREN TO WASH THEIR
HANDS OFTEN. THIS IS ONE OF THE EASIEST AND MOST EFFECTIVE WAYS TO PREVENT INFECTION!

Please help prevent the spread of illness by doing the following as stated in the Parent Handbook: If your child has
vomited, had a fever, or had diarrhea within 24 hours of the start of the school day, please keep your child
home. If your child has been sent home because of a rash, a persistent cough, or suspicion of ‘pink eye’,
please have your child seen by your doctor before returning to school. (An MD note here helps us to document
your child’s illness.)

The cold winter weather means the need for warm, durable outer wear for your child. Please make sure that your child
has:

e A warm winter coat on before coming to school.

e Proper shoes are also a necessity as the playground surfaces can be slippery. ‘Dress up’ shoes and sandals will
only cause injury to your child’s feet and shouldn’t be worn for the playground now and or at any time of the school
year.

All Medications (both prescription or over the counter), must have a MD note and need to be administered
through the Health Office at all of our schools. All medications, regardless of their use, pose a potential hazard to other
school children, so please bring in the medications to the health office in their original containers per District policy.

If your child has asthma, please make sure we have an inhaler here at school for him or her. The inhaler is a
“rescue” for your child and along with the asthma preventive medications that your child is also taking, the inhaler here
at school is a must. Call or talk to your MD with all questions on how to keep your asthmatic child safe at school. For
Asthma information please go to www.cdc.gov/asthma/fags.htm.

If you are requesting that your child stay inside for recess due to injury or recovering from an illness, we
will also restrict your child from PE as well. This requires a note from you which can hold your child out for a total of 3
days. Anything more than 3 days would require a MD note which needs to specify when your child can resume
activities as well.

If there is anything you need to inform me about regarding the health and well being of your child, my hours are
8:00 am to 4:00 pm, (with voice mail after 4:00 pm) at 708-342-4853. (Just a reminder, we have only one nurse
covering both MES and MIS)

Thanks for your time and palience;
Nurse Motlly

. You can find the Mokena Elementary
School Annual School Report Card on the
Mokena School District website:

www.mokenalb9.org
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PiCKS Read-aloud favorites

B Skip Through the Seasons
This nonfiction book
by Stella Blackstone
shows children
enjoying the
outdoors in each
season. They ice-
skate in winter, .
play in spring rain, build sand castles
in summer, and rake autumn leaves.
The final pages are filled with facts
about the calendar and seasonal
changes. (Also available in Spanish.)

M Dixie

Emma and her dog Dixie are cast as
Dorothy and Toto in the school play,
The Wizard of Oz. At first, Dixie is
excited. But then, he can’t under-
stand why Emma is too busy rehears-
ing to play with him. The first book
in the Dixie series by Grace Gilman.

Peas are the
stars of this

B LMNO Peas
ABC book. On
each page, peas

take on a different role—

one for each letter of the alphabet.
They are astronauts, quarterbacks,
volunteers, and (of course) peas! A
fun look at letters and sounds by
Keith Baker.

B Music from the Sky

A lictle girl loves the sound a flute
malkes—it reminds her of a beautiful
blue sky. So her loving grandfather
finds the perfect branch
and carves a flute from
it for her to play.
Denise Gillard’s

story includes
instructions for mak-
ing your own flute.

© 2011 Resources far Cducators, a division of CCH Incorporated

Storytelling

Everyone’s a storyteller! When
you tell your youngster about the
day she was born, she learns what
an interesting story sounds like.
When she retells a book from
memory, she practices putting
story events in order. And no mat-
ter who's telling the tale, she gets
to enjoy spending time with you.
Here are steps to help you and your
child leam to tell stories together.

1. Start with a book. Ask your youngster
to choose a favorite book. Read it aloud,
close it, and work together to tell it in your
own words. Encourage her to add gestures
and facial expressions. For example, she
might smile and wave her hands during
exciting parts or widen her eyes when
things get scary. Idea: Have each family
member choose a different story to read
silently and then tell to everyone else.

2. Make it your own. Tiy telling a story
that’s based on a book, but change some
details. After reading The Biggest Pumpkin
Ever (Steven Kroll), for instance, you might
make up a story about a huge tomato
your family grew. Or your youngster might

My book collection

Mokena Elementary School
Christine Clavenna, Principal

make up a tale about the tallest block
tower ever.

3. Use a memory. Family memories make
wonderful tales. Your youngster will proba-
bly love hearing about your childhood
(first day of school, biggest snowstorm)

or the day she was born. Or she can tell a
story about a shared memory, like the dme
a cow blocked the road on a family trip.

4. Explain nature. Why do elephants have
trunks? What causes a full moon? Some
waditional stories (legends, folkrales) offer
clever explanations for things in nature.
You and your child can try this, too. Ask
her to choose something she has always
wondered, such as why giraffes have long
necks, and make up a story to explain it.¥

used books. ¥
A

It’s exciting for your child to have his very own books
at home. In fact, being surrounded by books can increase
your entire family’s interest in reading. Consider these
free or low-cost suggestions for building a collection:

® Ask for hand-me-downs from relatives and friends

who have older children. And when your youngster outgrows
books, help him find younger children to give them to. .
® Shop at library sales, which offer gently used books at low prices. Keep an eye
out for announcements on the library bulletin board or website.

® Go to garage sales. Check newspaper listings for sales that include children’s books.

® Visit stores that sell used books. You might find a local one that offers store credit
in exchange for your books. Also, many online bookstores allow you to buy and sell

i
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Reading + math
= success!

What do the ABCs have to do with
1-2-3s? Plenty! These ideas can help
your child do well in math and
reading.

Number words

Suggest that your youngster
make 4 poster showing the num-
bers 1-10. Next to each number,

help him write out the word (one, two) and add an illustration
(one star, two hearts). Let him hang the poster over his desk
or on the refrigerator to practice recognizing the words.

Secret
messages

Cony_ur__d
th_s? Figuring out mystery sentences in
this hangman-style game can call your
youngster's attention to the first and last
sounds in words—an important early
reading skill.

Give your child a message that
includes only the first and last letter of
each word. You might write “I 1_ _e
y_u” for “Ilove you" or “L__’s p__y
a g_ _e” for “Let’s play a game.” If she’s
stumped, have her go through the alpha-
bet and wry differ-
ent letters that
could work.
Remind her
that the
message has
to make sense.
This will help her rule
out possibilities. For example, if she fig-
ures out “Let’s play a...” she can think
about what you might play that begins
with “g” and ends with “e.”

When she solves the mystery, let her
write a secret message for you.¥

O UR P URWPO S E

To provide busy parents with practical ways

to promote their children's reading, writing,
and language skills.

Resources for Educators,
a division of CCH Incorporated
128 N. Royal Avenue * Front Royal, VA 22630
540-636-4280 * rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com

www.rfeonline com

ISSN 1540-5648
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Math books
You can find picture books
about almost any math topic,
from addition and subtraction
to patterns and money. Read
one to your child and try some
of the marh. For example, read
Pattern Fish (Trudy Harris) and
*  then look for patterns around
the house together. Or try
Once Upon a Dime: A Math
Adventure (Nancy Kelly Allen),
and let him sort coins.
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Story problems

Your youngster needs good comprehension when he reads
problems such as “Mary has 4 cookies. Tom has 3 cookies.
How many cookies do they have altogether?” He should go
back and underline words that tell how to solve it. For exam-
ple, “How many altogether?” means to add, while “How many
are left?” means to subtract. ¥

.
.
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Let’'s have a conversation

Striking up a conversation and keeping it going are two
important speaking skills. They also make life more inter-
esting! Here are two ways your child can practice.

Get started. Calling relatives on the phone can help

your youngster get used to starting conversations. Before
he dials, help him think of topics. Idea: Suggest that he
start a conversation by asking about something that the
other person is interested in (his grandfather’s fishing trip,
his cousin’s dog).

Keep going. Lt takes two (or more) people to keep a conversation alive. When your
youngster plays with stuffed animals or action figures, join in. You might have your
animal say to his, “What do you eat in the rain forest?” or, “I like bananas, too!”
Then, encourage him to follow up with a question or comment of his own.¥

f e Y e e N R R R L AR R AL

@ Backward writing?

in reading and writing, writes backward
infrequently, and has no other signs of a
learning disability. But if the teacher sus-
pects a problem, she may ask the read-
ing specialist to do some tests.
In the meantime, your
daughter can work on left to
right at home. For example,
you might have her sponge
down tables or wash win-
dows from left to right. Or
put a sticker on the left side
of a whiteboard or chalk-
board and encourage her to
use it as a starting point
when she writes. ¥

0 My daughter often writes letters, and
sometimes even whole words, backward.
Could she have a learning disability?

@) 1t’s not unusual for young children to
write backward occasion-
ally, even atter they have
learned to write correctly.
Ask her teacher
whether she does this
frequently in class and
whether you should be
concemed, Most likely,
she will not be worried
il she {eels your child is
making steady progress
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PiCKS Read-aloud favorites

B Mike Mulligan and
His Steam Shovel 7
Mary Anne is a
hardworking
red steam
shovel. Her
driver, Mike, is
upset because all of

the jobs are being given to shiny new
trucks that run on gas or electricity.
What will happen to Mike and Mary
Anne? A classic tale by Virginia Lee
Burton. (Also available in Spanish.)

B I Lost My Tooth in Africa
Your child might be sur-
prised to discover that the
Y African tooth [airy leaves
chickens in exchange for
lost baby teeth. Based on a
* true story, Penda Diakité’s
book tells of her little sister’s exciting
experience during the family’s visit
with relatives in Mali.

B A Day with No Crayons

The world is full of art supplies! That's
what little Liza discovers after she col-
ors on the walls and her mother takes
away her crayons. In this story by Eliz-
abeth Rusch, Liza finds other ways to
express her creativity—using mud,
flower petals, and even toothpaste.

B Andy Shane, Hero at Last

Andy isn’t sure he can win a bike-
decorating contest against his friend
Dolores. But as the children ride their
bikes in the town
parade, Andy has
a chance to be a
hero. The latest
book in the Andy
Shane series by
Jennifer Richard
Jacobson.

© 2011 Resources for Educalors, a division of CCH Incorporated
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Fun at the library

Where can your child go to hear a
good story, find the latest books and
magazines, and surround himself
with information about almost any
topic? The public library! Here are
a few ideas for making the most
of your next tip.

Listen to a story. Ask a librarian
for information about story hour.
Some libraries even have special
read-alouds that include cralts,
puppets, or snacks. You can also

have your own story time. Let your read the most recent issues of Fun for
youngster choose a few books. Then, Kidz, Ladybug, Click, Humpty Dumpty,
find a quiet corner and read to him. Or and others.

let him pretend to be a librarian—he

e Read around a theme. Together, choose
can read to you or to a younger sibling.

a theme for your library visit. You might

Find out what's new. Look for a “new pick something your youngster is study-
arrivals” display. Your child can read the ing in school or another topic that inter-
latest book from his favorite author or ests him. Then, encourage him to explore

discover a brand-new writer whose stories  different sections of the library as he

he might enjoy. (Tip: Put his name on the  gathers books that go with his choice. A

waiting list for new or upcoming releases  winter animal theme, for instance, could

you think he'd like to check out.) Also, include a story about a polar bear, a non-

browse the children’'s magazines. He can  fiction book on penguins, and the biog-
raphy of an Antarctic explorer. ¥

Readmg helpers

of as many adults as p0551ble Here’s how you can hdp with
the reading program at your youngster’s school:

® Offer to read aloud to the class, small
groups, or individual students. You could
also listen while students read to you.

® Tell the reacher if you know another language. She might
pair you up with a child who speaks that language and is learning English.

® Make books. When students write stories, volunteers may be needed to staple
or bind the pages together.

® Help children use computers and encyclopedias to look up information.
® Assist with after-school events such as book fairs or literacy nights.

® Volunteer during your youngster’s library time to help students find books
|_they'd like to check out.¥
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Draft

Writing:
Step-by-step

A writing plan can help your
youngster make sure that her story
turns out just the way she wants it.

Share these steps with your budding
author.

Sketch
Suggest that your child divide her paper

into three columns: “Beginning,” “Middle,” and “End.” Then,
have her fill each section with sketches that show what might

happen in that part of the story.

.......

Crafty
spelling

Turn spelling time
into craft time! Your youngster can learn
how to spell common words, and stretch
her creativity, with these projects.

Alphabet soup
Ask your
child to
color the cen-
ter of a paper
plate lightly with a
crayon to look like a bowl of soup. Then,
have her flip through a book and look
for sight words, or words that are used
frequently. Examples: “the,” “and,”
“like,” “went,” “you.” She can use a
dark-colored marker to print them in
the “soup.”

" —

Cute as a button

Help your youngster gather a variety
of craft supplies (buttons, dry noodles or
beans, sequins, beads, pom-poms). Have
her write words that she is learning in glue
on a sheet of construction paper. Then, let
her press the objects onto the glue. When
it dries, she can run her fingers over the
letters— touching them will help her
remember how to spell the words. ¥

O UR PURPOSE

To provide busy parents with practical ways
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Your youngster can use her
plan to write a rough draft. Ask
her to say each sentence aloud
(“I have a cat named Peanut But-

ter™), and then help her put the
words on paper. This will keep
each idea in mind as she writes.

Check
When your child’s draft is finished,
ask her to read it aloud and to stop if
she wants to add a detail or if something doesn’t make sense.
Help her add capital letters where they belong.

Share
Finally, let your youngster type her story on a computer
or print it neatly on a fresh sheet of paper. Encourage her to
" illustrate it and read it aloud to your family.¥

From choppy to smooth

0 When my son reads aloud, it sounds choppy. How can
I help him read more smoothly?

0 Reading sounds slow and uneven when a child
focuses on one word at a time rather than stringing
words together fluently. This can happen if a book
is too hard or if he doesn’t have a lot of experience
reading out loud.
If your son is stumbling over a lot of words (say,
| out of every 10 or s0), offer him an easier book.
But if he knows all the words and still isn’t reading
smoothly, he just might need more read-aloud practice.
Encourage him to read the way he talls. Try reading a passage alogd tpgether
50 he can match your pace. He might also like to record himself reading into a
tape recorder or cell phone. When he plays it back, he'll hear how he sounds.
Then, he can practice a few times, make another recording, and compare the two

to sec how much he has improved. ¥

[Z5¢a1M Solving mysteries
to Parent In school, my
daughter Ella recently

discovered mysteries. Her teacher reads
them to the students, and they pretend
to be detectives, listening for clues

that will help them crack
the case.

Ella asked it we could
do this at home, so we
checked out some from
the library: the Young Cam
Jansen series by David

[ suggested that she use it to jot down
the clues as I read. For example, she
drew a van that appeared to belong to
no one and a character who sneaked out
of a party without an explanation.

After reading a couple
of mysteries, she solved a
case before the detective

in the story. She was
excited, and I think
this has been good for
her, because it helps

Adler and A to Z Mysteries
by Ron Roy. I gave her a

her really understand
and pay attention to

small notepad and told her

what'’s happening in

it was a detective’s notebook.

a book. ¥
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Recipes for Success

Practical Activities to Help Your Child Succeed

MATH .
Shape Up*

s a fun way for your
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Word Bank

rst (draw each
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=f Refrigerator Poster
Just hang your Recipes poster on
the refrigerator and sneak in an
activity when you have a few
minutes. These fun activities will
help develop school success and
positive behavior. Check off each
box as you complete the “recipe.”

READING f
' ur child the job 0
g:{relg (r)\avigator in the car. Tell her
which signs t0 watch for
while you're driving.
Examples: “We ﬂCﬂE(ﬂl the
Maple Lane exit. Look
for Rosie's Bakery—
that's where we left
onto Miller Street.” She
can point out the signs as

she sees them.

v OO o U O o 9 o

youngster make
Egllage based on a theme. ffelp him
Waon{:sse a tt’heme (example: wha, he
iy to be when he 8rows up),
en, 'he can paste drawings or
;?}agazme. Pictures onto 3 piece of
n5truc.non Paper. If he wangs
a chef, his collage could b
contain pictures of differ-
ent foods ang cooking
utensils. Jdeg- Hang the

collage on the refrigerator
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Practical Activities to Help Your Child Succeed

READINS —_
AA (Absolu
;A\ppealmg Acronyms) e
With this activity, your children will learn about a

and create some of their own.

ts: newspaper, paper pencis. ! At the count
t the
wve each player a section of the nev.vspaper.d i
°| o o them search their sections and Hst &
of three, have three minutes. Explain

hey can find in :
M aciﬁ?ﬁ :‘zr:)n;m is an abbrevi.ano:l formed from
the initials of several words. For
example, NASA is the .acronﬁm
for National Aeronautics an

imer
o Ingredlen
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WRITING
Boost your
and keyboardine skills
idea. Take {IJ.;‘I'IS“(;
0 each other For
child might say,
“Let’s g0 10 the
movies this weel.
end.” You coylg
fespond by zgk-
Ing, “Which
movie do
you want o g

Y e

Space Administration.

VOCABULARY

Have players trade papers
and try o guess what each a;{rcd
Z  Lwm stands for. Tip: You can na .
h init any acromnyi
the definitions for many B e fun

edia.
‘~tionary or an encyclop
UG our own. For example,

}-Z
p

AN
A\X

i :ng acronyms of y X )
%\r/;\(;;ln’tsml%nbeatable Meatloaf would be MUM.

\ shine yellow,

Open a box of crayons and

ask your youngs
own names fot th
him to think about wha

feelings the colors
bring to mind.
Examples: sun-

meadow greem.,
stop sign red.

Congratulations!

® | Jigsaw puzzles are a great way

PERCENTAGES

Youngster’s writing
s with this
mailing notes
example, your

ter to make up his
e colors. Encourage
t objects or

[J FRIENDSHIP
Suggest that your youngster and a
friend get out a calendar and mark

one evening each month as “Special

Friend Night.” They can take turns choosing

an activity to do together. They might read

stories, play board games, or have an indoor
picnic.

[C] CONTROLLING ANGER

Does your child lose control when
he gets angry? Help him come up
with ways he can calm himself
down instead. He might take a deep
breath, count to 10, or go to his
room for a few minutes of quiet time.

] RESPECT FOR THE EARTH
With your youngster, think of ways to recy-
cle different kinds of paper. Can she name
five ways to reuse it? She could use the
blank side of computer paper for
a shopping or to-do list or the
envelope from junk mail to
hold photos or stickers.

g &8 a4 g 49 a4 g 8 4 g ¢"'a g ¢

to introduce your child to percentages.
As she puts a puzzle together, help her
figure out what percentage of it is com-
pleted. For example, if she puts together
32 of the 100 pieces one day, she would
divide 32 by 100 to equal .32, or 32%.
Then, she can subtract 100% — 32%
to find out how much is left (68%).

activities together on this poster.
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Signed (parent or adult family member) Signed (child) E
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