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Porent -Teocher Conf erences
Fridoy , Februory ITth

ParenÌ-Teacher conferences will be scheduled on

Frídov. Februory 17th ,5etween the hours of 'ì

8:00 o.m. ond 3:00 p.m. These conferencesareo ì

meqns of reporÌing the child's ptog?ess in school ond

olso to mointoin open lines of communicotion be'lween the school qnd

home.

Conference oppointmenl invitotions will be senf home on Fridoy,

Februory 3rd to porents of students in grodes K-3 whom teochers
would porticulorly like 'lo see. Pqrents who hqve not been contocted by

ateacher by Februory t6th, but who wish to schedule o conf erence,

should coll the MES off ice (7OB) 342-4850 to orronge on oPpointment.

Conf erences a?e by oppoíntment only.

No definite date has been set yet for Kindergarten Registration.

More information will be posted on the district website www.MokenaL59.o19 as

it becomes available.

Children must be five years old on or before September L, 2012 and residents of Mokena

Public School District 159, to be eligible for Kindergarten during the 201212013 school

year. Parents musr provide an original state birth certificate at the time of registration.

A birth certificate is the only document that will be accepted as proof of a child's age.

Birth certificares are available from the county clerk in the couflty where the child was

born.

Any questions regarding Kindergarten Registration should be directed to

Mrs. Chris Clavenna, Principal of Mokena Elementary School.



20LL-20I2 MES Yearbook

The Mokena Elementary School
Yearbook will be on sale

February 1^3t}n-z4t}n

The yearbook is a photographic keepsake for all
students attending MES. Individual student
and staffphotographs, candid shots, and school
group pictures will be included in the yearbook.
The cost of this year's yearbook is $15.00.

Order forms will be coming home with students
just prior to the sale dates.

CogAT Testing
Februory 13th, 15th, 16th

The CogAT (Cognitivø Abilili¿s Test) will be

odministered to oll Kindergarten ond 1st grode
stud¿nts on Februory 13th, 151h, lóth. The tesl
meosures 6oth general ond specif ic cognítive obiliti¿s
ond is divíd¿d into three seporote tesl bott¿ries:
Verbol, Quontitotiva, ond Non-Verbol. Please besure
thot your child gøfs plenty of sleep the night before,
ond eots o good breokfost thø morning of the tests.

11:40 Early Dismissal Day-Wednesday, February 8th

PM Kindergarten ATTENDS

NO SCHOOL for AM Kindergarten

Dont
rORGeTl

Since the beginning of the school year we have been concentrating on showing different qualities that
we believe will make our students successful.

Each month the students have concentrated on a quality. So farwe have discussed RESPECT,
RESPONSIBILITY, HONESTY, and FAIRNESS. The month of February we will talk about CARING.
The color that represents caring will be red.

Nurse Molly's Corner

ATTENTION: All Current Kindergarten and
2ndGrade students

Dental exam forms are due to the nurse's office as soon as

possible. For your convenience you can either:

l. Drop them off at the MES office
2. Fax them to7O\l479-3120
3. Mail them marked to the attention of Nurse Molly

Thank you so much for your help!

Nuwtel,4oW

Kindergarten Students:

VisÍon Exam Forms are now Past Due!

Please submÍt if not returned already!
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Yd\ønùinø'6 Day ?arty Timøs

All Porties will be on Tuesdoy, Februory lTth
AM Kindergorten - l0:30 om

PM K¡ndergorten & lst, 2nd, 3rd grodes I :T5 pm
Room Porfy Porents: pleose do not orrive ony eorlier thon I :30 pm

Thonk youl

Ãlexanàra Gillund îs Runner-Up!

Alexondrq 6illund enlered lhe
Mokeno Fire Deportment coloring contest

ond ended up being o runner up.

She received q certificote and o sovings bondl

Congrotu lotions A lexond ro,
you mode MES proud!!!

For more informotíon check oul
the Nationol Highwoy Troffic

Safe\ Administrotion
Website: www.nhÌso.gov

fufi a auick note:

Please do not rely on emails to your child's
teacher regarding changes in transportation.
If the teacher is absent, their substitute does
not have access to email.
Please call the main offrce with any changes.

M.E.S. Scholostíc
Book Foir

Mokeno Elemenfory School will host the Scholqstic
Book Foir from ÂÂarch 26-March 30 in the Central
Learntng Center.

This is o wonderful opportunity to purchose books
for your home librony. Teochers will sign-up for o

time f or their class to visít lhe Book Fqir during the
school dcy.

Porents qre invited to visit the book foir with their
child's cfossroom or on the speciol f amily/community
night scheduled for Tuesdoy, rlÂorch 27th, from
ó:30-8:30 p.m.
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PTA Fun Foir

Soturdoy, Morch 3rd,
the Mokeno PTA will

hold its onnuol

Fomíly Fun Foir!

The hou rs are 11:OO o.m.-3:00 p.m. :
Therewill be games,clowns, :

coricotu res, prizes, f ood, raf f les, 
=ond much more for :

. . . .tl: ::'.'::l:lll l: ::,:ll . . . . :
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NO CELL PHONES
IN A SCHOOL ZONE LAI'V

Traffic Laws
As of January 1,2010 new traffic laws

came into effect in lllinois.

Drivers are prohibited from using an electronic communi-
cation device to compose, send, orread an electronic mes-
sage while operating a motor vehicle on a roadway. Elec-
tronic message is defined as electronic mall, a text mes-
sage, an instant message, or a command or request to
access an Internet site.

Drivers are prohibited from using a wireless telephone
while operating a vehicle in a school zone or on a highway
in a construction or maintenance speed zone.

More details on these new laws can be found at:

hltp : I I / w ww .dot. il. gov/

Heart Awareness Month/Jump Rope for Heart
MES students will once again participate in "Jump Rope for Heart" heart awareness/fund raising
program for the American Heart Association.

The jump roping portion of the program will occur during your child's physical education classes. This event
will take place the week of March l9th--23rd. Collection/donation envelopes along with additional informa-
tion will be distributed the week of February 27th. During the month of February students will be given Jump
Rope for Heart presentations and work on posters/pages to display in the ME,S hallways.

In years past, the students of MES have raised well over $160,000 for charitable organizations and we hope in
these economically challenging times to be able to raise enough money to help make a difference.

MOKENA MUSIC BOOSTERS
Presents Dippin' Dots

From the Mokena Music Boosters:

A big THANK YOU to Mrs. Clavenna, the MES staff and all the families for supporting the Dippin' Dots fundraiser
again this year at Mokena Elementary School. This is our second biggest fundraiser for the Music Boosters, the first is
Market Day. With the profits from these two programs we are able to purchase sheet music, repair instruments and pur-
chase new equipment for School District #159 music program for the students in band and chorus in grades 5ú through
gth .

Thank you also to the many parent volunteers who help count money and dishibute them during the school day. We
truly appreciate all of their support.
Our next Dippin' Dots sale for MES will be Friday, March 23rd. If you would like to help with this fundraiser please
contact Lindsey Samanic or with our music booster program call Karen Bussean at708-479-0192.

Lindsey Samanic 708-269-1603 - Dippin Dots Chairperson



GCN - Global Compliance Network

Mokena School District 159 subscribes to the Global Compliance Network (GCN) to ensure that our staff
members have engaged in training/tutorials related to several state and federal mandates.

. A link to the tutorials
appears on the bottom of the district website. At this time, you may access Internet-based trainings on GCN
with regard to the following:

Bullying

'Written by Mhora Newsom-Stewart, Ph.D., the Director of Collaborative Evaluation and Strategic Change in
Health and Education at the EDUCATION CONNECTION, this tutorial advocates the establishment of good

school climate in reducing aggressive behaviors. Objectives for the tutorial include defining bullying,
describing the impact bullying has on the aggressor, the target and the by-stander, understanding the
increasing frequency ofschool shootings, identifying the characteristics shared by all school shooters, and
how to develop a positive school climate.

Cyber Bullying

Thousands of children are assaulted physically, verbally, or emotionally each day of school throughout the
United States. "The National Education Association estimates that 160,000 students miss school every day
because of fear of attack or intimidation by a bully". However, with the advancements of today's technology
and the availability of this technology to our young children, a new and more devastating form of bullying
called cyber bullying is emerging as an advanced method of inflicting social cruelty to its victims in a way
that surpasses conventional bullying methods. 'Written by Nathan Kleefisch from the Tri-Creek School
Corporation, in this tutorial, you will learn about the general characteristics of cyber bullying; about the
definition of cyber bullying; to identify the roles of the bully, victim and the bystanders relative to cyber
bullying; and to identifr ways in which schools and adults can reduce school violence and cyber bullying.
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Tipr for Reading Sueeess Feginninq Edition
lebrmry 2Ol2

know "The Farmer in
the Dell" and "Row,

Row, RowYour Boat"
by heart-but does
she lcrow what
words like "dell"
and "merriþ"
mean? She can use
familiar songs to
learn new words,
play with rh).rynes,

and practice reading and writing.
Here's how.

Flgure out meanlngs
When you sing with your youngster,

talk about what the lgics mean. lf she

doesn't lanow a word, see if she can fig-

ure it out from the context of the line.
("Mary had a little lamb. lts fleece was
white as snow" What couldf eecebe?)

Or help her look it up in the dictionary.

Wrlte lyrlcs
Your child can leam about rhyrnes

by making up þcs to favorite tunes.
First, have her pick a song and name the
rhyming words. For example, "Ivinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star" includes "star" and

Mokena Elementary School
Christine Clavenna, Principal

"are," and "high" and "sþ." Then, help
her write her own rh1'rning lines. ("Spar-

kle, sparkle, little moon, where do you
hide when it's noon?") Finally, sing the
song with her.

Read song books
Ask a librarian for picture-book ver-

sions of songs, such as "My Favorite
Things" or "Down by the Bay." When
you read them with your child, have her
point to things in the illustrations and
find the matching llrics ("raindrops on
roses," "llamas eating their pajamas").
Idea: Encourage your youngster to write
out the words and illustrate a song.T

Let's sinn!
Ynrrrchiìrìmioht " 4-;-fi-

These activity bags make reading extra fun. Let your
youngster choose a book and place it in a zipper bag

along with the following;

o Props. Add household items and toys that are simi-
lar to objects and characters in the book. Your child
can use them to act out the story as he reads. For
-o<ample, 

props for Stone Soup (Marcia Brown) could
include rocks, a small bowl, and plastic vegetables.

o Craft supÞl¡es. lnclude materials (papea crayons,

scissors, glue) so your youngster can do a project related to the book. He might
design a bookmark showing what happens in the story or create a mask that
looks like a character.?

Book
Pieks Read-aloud favorites

I A Sích Day for Amos McGee
Zookeeper Amos
McGee always takes
good care ofhis
animals. So when
he has a cold, the
animals go to his

house and take care of him. They play
games, read to him, and make sure

he is warm and comfortable. A tale of
friendship by Philip Stead. (Also avail-

able in Spanish.)

I Airplanes: Soaring!
Díving! Turning!
Readers will
discover many
different kinds
of airplanes in
this fact-filled book by Patricia Hub-
bell. Your child will leam the purpose
of each plane, from familiar passenger
jets to hydroplanes and crop dusters.

f Amelíø Be ilelía' s Fir st Yalentine
Fans of grown-up Amelia Bedelia will
love this story about the goo!' house-
keeper as a child. Amelia is confused
by figures of speech, so on Valentine's
Day, she thinks a "cutie pie" is some-

thing you eat, and she can't figure out
how to wear her heart on her sleeve.

The first book in Herman Parish's
series about young Amelia.

I Ten Grouchy Grounilhogs
After being stuck in the ground all
winter, the groundhogs are not in a

good mood. In this cute story by
Kathryn Heling and Deborah Hem-
brook, your youngster can count

bach¡¡ard from 10 as

each animal pops
out of the crowded
den on Ground-

7___-9-¡- hog Dar'.>-.:'.eL\
O 2011 Resources for Educators, a division 0f CCH lnc0rporated



R eading eommeffin F¿sinnins Editiorr

Connec:trng¡

(packlng belongings, meeting new neighbors). T

:ïå1i' " @ s::: i,,x"::::; :,1:,: 
o'

What do 'Abby" and my daughter, butl'm not sure how to pich the nghtboohs.
"baby" have in common? They are ana- What do you suggest?

grams-woÍds that have the exact same ¡
letrers in a different 

"rå"r. 
i;;.i;td ä @ tt't.u good idea to read a wide variety of books, from

, r , .' .; - --,.'- r-: - -- - lairy tales to nonfiction, so that your daughter will be
leam to unscramDle worqs wltn lnIS ana-

gram acnqty. exposed to many genres'

Have your youngsrer start by writing , Books with repeating lines d

each letter of the alphab;;"; t;p;;i" aloud' Youngsters love hearin

" , ' and I'll blow vour house down
sheet oI paper. Inen, tnlnK ol a tnree- _., --:--ì--'':.:---;^- Piqs. Detailed illustrations, Iike those in bool<s byJan
letter'\Mord \edu, ano pur tne letters lor - 

o__ , r r r :rf -,- r-_______ ^r___,_,_ -^ .----^r^Brett, hold children's attention because there's so much to look at on each page.
the word on a
tableoronÆAnd-be'sureto.readbooksthatyouenj'oyedwhenyouwere1ittle'I(nowingthatyou
,h"^fd;r. 

.' 
\ t^ \ /-{, Dt C-'\ liked a book-when you were her age will get yourchild excited about reading it.

;;rìj;;' \f-,---.\ ¡1 t I Y you thi-nk-i-t will capture your youngster's attention. lf the story appeals to her right
away, she'll want to keep listening.?reafrange \\, \-jÀ. ",t

the letters to \---áþr. \<
spell as many new
words as possible (tea, ate). Write an ¡nstruction manual

My son Rodney
loves Play-Doh, and

he always comes up with such creative

ideas. One da¡ I suggested that he write
directions for his inventions so his
friends or siblings could make them, too.

Rodney decided to write an insúrrction
manual for putting together a

Play-Doh cheeseburger. He
tookaphoto ofeach
step-making the
bun, forming the
patty, slicing the
cheese, and creating
the toppings. He

o Use your child's o<peri-
ences to increase his under-

with books _Æt-ffi| ll zA lFArAl **:å::ii',ï'iJi',"*n",
*We live in a tall apartment building, he knows about birthdays to

jusrriketheramlyi",h;;;ki';i,b-'' Clll"llffiZll I llç lWAAl 1'¡1':'*i:t}ltt"l*:easierroryourchld.;;;;"J; rol 1 iitr-|d-lll I ll' &/ru| ïq:tilZï'*o_::_u_!ln"
storyirhecanrerare,";;.H;;;;; ëIEWJ I ll VfLUAl \dsarerrob"lttq"ti*lîtipsforhelpingr'i.".o'"".iï.r'-_-lll-rrzÍGlplaygamesandeatcake'').
books: 

---#l 
Jl A l1ll oHelpyouryoungsterfind

o When you're reading a book that books that are related to an
) "' -* ^-**^--ò 

\ -\- upcoming event in his life. lf
reminds you of something, point it out to =.\ _^ _^_j__ ¿___D^^-^^---,^
yon, yorríg, ter. Example:-"tiide a train like 

-tt': 1 r////////L you're moving' tty Boomer's

that to work.,, Then, encourage him to do the same. 
-""-(/llllæ- 

Big'Day (constanie McGeorge)

you might ask, "'who does that character look like?" or, , Tälk about how the character feels

"Have you ever been to a place like rhat?" -a f::*::t f:-:::Ì tf,ll:::'-:113,-:tt experience
rravL /vu uvLr uLLrr LL

¿s

Next, give her a four-letter word and
see if she can spell new words using
those letters (care, race;hops, shop).

Then, switch roles and let her think
of anagrams for you.

Idea: Have your child keep a running
list of all the words the two of you spell-
she'll have a collection of anagrams.?

glued each photo on a sheet ofpaper, and
I helped him write directions underneath.
For o<ample, to go with his picture of a
Play-Doh tomato slice, we wrote, "Roll red
dough into a ball. Flatten it."

Then, Rodney and I stapled together
the pages of his manual. When his
friendJesse came over after school, Rod-

ney showed him the booklet, andJesse
was able to follow the instructions easily.

Next, Rodney wants
to write directions

for creating a

real ice cream
sundae!?

OUR PURPOSE
To provide busy parens with practical ways
to promote their children's reading, writing,

and language skills

Resources for Educatoß,
a division of CCH Incorporated

I28 N. Royal Avenue ' Front Royal,YAZZ630
540-636-4280 . rfecustomer@wolterskluwercom

w.rfeonline com

ISSN I540-5648

O 201 1 Resources fOr Educators, a division 0f CCH lncorporated
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cal Activities to Help Your Child Succeed Refrige¡ator Poster
Just hang your Recipes poster on
the refrigerator and sneak in an
activity when you have a few
minutes. These fun activities will
heþ develop school success and
positive behavior. Check off each

box as you complete the "recipe."

J MAIH
Math Jewels
This colorful acdviry is

!:g*'*;'::":;,::,,',:"i';:;,:,",:;",,

ares, and ,iãr*il'rlttto "
ut the size of a nickel)
ã valtto ^f eaCh

\

Activity Box
It's fun to wrire...and writing can lead to even ,nor" rffi
';i;i:i": pencil, indu cards, smailbox or rorr, øwerope, marhers

Have your youngster write each letter of the alphabet on an

-. 

index card. l¡"n, f,"fp-f,ii irr,,,",^._ .-

.rr."ytn rne dtctionary for words. He

.Tlgi. i9 up with inreresring activitiesror tough letters like O (play u gurn" oi20 Questions) and X òuìla'u 
"if"pfrrr"l, Let him decorate rhe outside of a small

l.:1,o. 
large envetope to hold rrl, *rjrlirr.

\ nexr dme he says, ,.f¡"1",, 
""rt irrgì" <1o,,, he--. can choose a card and d. ,h";:;#;ì

4t

-Connecting Past
and Present
When your child studies a country or region in

#ä',t* r;r'tl* trhe knows what that place

Ingr eàiønts : enq clop edia or atlas' b o ol¿s

historY, it might be more

is like todaY.

r¡t

Ask him to choose a place he is.leamin-g1^"Ï: ::*;
i::ä¿:"::::ä;ï;^i1ir."p'lil::_.1"^,'i:,'::n*anclelIL rJtççLL'

Uä"f.t 
"t 

tttt websites that show the country or regron

today.

Fncourage your youngster to teìl you what he

;t'.;ä3;úá"i í""a,i""'Ïage' .geographv'
;;tì;;t, and music' Together'.cho?:: ^lcu'turrrJ' 

Jht took a dish' read
activiry to do-you mi- r ----,^;^ Ê*am r

i ail'ä,; rií"" i' i"pular musicaom that

ö;'¿; ; ofldmusic'iaiionalg"o g' aphic' com)'

L'

ilt *.t, lTlI *"*iJåi.n**

e i'"J::i'j*:;
Prcture of h"r"
creation.

O 201I Resources lor Educarors, a division o[ CCH lncorporared . 128 N. Royal Avenue . Fronr Royal, VA 22630 . 540-ó36-+280 ' rfecustomer@wolle¡skluwercom ' w rfeonline com
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Forecast: Better /\

words and sYmbols' Your Young-

"ãft"rt""ti"î 
bY mixing and

matching them'

Cut out the weeklY weatheJ t"!::^:::"'
It'r" t"*tpuper (or print it from wt¿""w

" 
irotlrrr., o*)' Separatel¡ .trr: 

o:t 
.'h" - -^.

sñb"b that go 
-with 

each day's lorecast'

Then, mix them up and see if your child

.""ã"r.f-t the correct s)¡mbol to the

"**..ä;;gå"'øtn 

it' She'llneed to

;ä;;;h ;;rd careru 
"":" 

f:1"'-1'^'-'.,

rIrB LrrLrrr' 
rngreàients: newspapers ot rntetnet'

B @ :T:ï:, the weekrv weather,"!:::.

can sourru ).*'4r' ^ "- 
ta *o with a s1'rnbol

of "partly cloudy" wou 
-¡ ^..- *eqin

*":.;J similar' For examplel " 
fiÏit^\

;-'",ä.o.i' ;;iiclouds- Td *1-'-.R*
#äïl '""'; 'r.""1{ 

ue ra51d ltrr
öï;;;';i raindroPs and snowflakes'

What is your youngster grateful for? Sug-

gest that he choose something (home,

ice cream, pet) and write a pretend
thank-you note to it. ("Dear house, Thank you
for being so warrn and co4r. I especiaþ like my
lavorite chair where I read books.")

E sponrsMANsHtP
Have your child write rules of
good sportsmanship and post
them near your family's game
collection. Examples: "Congratu-

late the winner," "Finish even if you're los-
ing," "Be patient during other players' tums."
Then, play a favorite game togethe¡ and prac-
tice the rules she listed.

E xuuon
Help your youngster find fun in everyday
situations-even when things are difficult.
Example: Your child is lrustrated because the
computer froze. Say something lighthearted
like, "Now you have time to jump rope
while you wait for it to reboot."

This backr¡¡ard spelling
bee can help your
youngster recognize letter

g

letters in reverse order, For
example, "spell" becomes "L_L_E_P-S."
Your child can sound out rhe word back_
ward as he spells.

I vrnrn
J'--- ----ncrêr see how
I

iiîr)( z = 8)'

ît"ï,tt" toul time

I rtue
C. ;;;,'*" Iï"llìltne can risure

:îi$ïi:ä:;
----t^È

l

þ'"ridåS."*t until 
You

Congratulations !
We finished activities together on this poster.

Signed (parenr or adult family member) Signed (child)
o

r
o

{
o


