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l{allo*een Padì.s
flf ondag, Ortob. r 31st

Halloween parties have been scheduled for Monday, October 31st from 1:45
pm to 2:45 pm. In order to ensure a safe and fun day for everyone, we ask
that you consider the following guidelines when planning your child's
costume:

. Masks and props are not allowed in school; please refrain from designing
costumes utilizing these items.

. No aerosol cans of hair spray or spray paint will be allowed in school.

. Students may wear makeup, provided they are able to put it on
themselves or it has been put on at home.

. Children may wear costumes to school as long as the costumes do not
interfere with regular school activities.

Please remember that room parents will not be allowed to bring chiLdren
other than MES students to the room parties. It is very difficult for parents
to attend to the needs ofour students as well as supervise other young
children in their care. Ifyou are unable to be a room parent because ofthis
policy, please contact your child's teacher to see if you can help in another
way. Questions regarding this policy should be directed to Mrs. Clavenna or
Mrs. Splayt at 342-4850.

Inclement Weather

We would like for you to know that all of our staff at MES are very well trained in
the event of an emergency. Please be assured that we constantly monitor the
weather during such emergencies via weather rad¡o, radar, news repofts and
bulletins. In the event of an emergency situation at the school (whether it be a
take cover, a building lock down, or engaging in an escape plan due to fire or
some other emergency) the staff have specific directions as to how to protect
the children in their classrooms, Many times, especially during stormy weather,
the school might be the safest place for the students. At these times, we need
the cooperation of parents to allow us to carry through with our emergency pro-
cedures; during these times, we will not release students from the building until
we deem it is safe to do so.



lt
While it may seem early to even think about winter weather, it will be

here before we know it! Should we have an emergency school closing, a
Connect Ed phone message will be sent. Additional information is available
through the following:

DistrictlSg website at: www.mokenalS9.org
Cancellations.com

Announcements will also be made between 6:30 and 8:00 a.m. on WJOL
(AM-1340), WBBM (AM-780), and Channel 9 television.

A Favor To Ask...

Although we understand that there are times when a child must be picked up early from
school, we ask that this be kept to a minimum. Continuity of instruction is important in
the classroom, and scheduling appointments outside of the regular school day will help to
alleviate some of the distractions associated with students leaving early from school.

Thank you!

Parent-Te acher Conference s

will be held

Monday, November 21st
from

12:00 noon-8:00 pm

Mokena School District students
will be off the entire week of Thanksgiving:

Monday,November2l Parent/TeacherConferences
Tuesday, November 22 No School Teacher Institute Day
Vy'eds., November 23-25 Thanksgiving Break

Evenins Buildins Availabilitl'

Please note that unless there are planned
evening activities, the doors to Mokena
Elementary School will be locked at 5:00 p.m.
If students need to return to MES to retrieve
books or assignments after school
hours, please be sure to arrive at
the school prior to 5:00 p.m.

Thanks for your cooperation!

MES Websife

Pleose be sure io check out our school's lnternet
homepoge. You con reoch the MES site vio the
District web oddress of www.mokenol59.org ond
clicking on the Mokeno Elementory School link.

You con pull up the monthly lunch menu, check
the colendor, look for emoil oddresses ond reod
our monlhly newsletter! Enjoy!



'ransportation

Just a few reminders regarding student
transportation to and from school:

Please notify the MES office andior your child's
teacher if there are any changes to your child's
transportation; if applicable, please notify any
daycare provider of these changes as well.

If you are picking up your child early from
school, please do so by 2:50 p.m.

To ensure safety, any student riding a bicycle to
school must walk their bicycle while on school
property. Thanks for your cooperation!
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Picking Up/Dropp¡ng Off Students

Parents/guardians who are picking up students
who walk to school must wait on the east side of
the bus lane.
Again, as a reminder, the walker students are dis-
missed at 3:07p.m. and bus riders are dismissed at
approximately 3:20 p.m. Please remind students
to be careful in the parking lot and to watch their
exit from your vehicle. Parents must not park
their cars in undesignated parking spots.
Also, please do not double park nor block any ofthe
emergency lanes while in the MES parking lot.

We appreciate your assistance in helping
with the safety of all the students at MES.

Soup Lobels

Porents, weoîe still collecting Compbell's soup lobels.

This is a great woy to stoy involved in your child's
school without us toking uP too much of your time.

Please toke o few seconds to cut out the UPC label on

all Compbell's products or onything thot soys "Lobels

for Education". We only need the UPC. Thonk you so

much for your involvement ond if you hove ony gues-

tions, pleose coll Donno McKenno ot ó30-ó43-5253 or

www.si mp ly .gr een@ho'lmoi l.com.

Virtual Backpack

Mokena School District 159 willcontinue our

efforts of "going green" by communicating messages from

our community groups and municipal agencies via Virlual

Backpack.
Virlual Backpack can be found on the district website:

www.mokena159,org. Please check it regularly for the most

up-to-date happenings in our community.

0rganizations wishing to have their fliers appear in the

Virtual Backpack should email a PDF version to the District

Superintendant, Mr. Steve Stein at steins@mokenal 59.org.

lf approved, all fliers are limited to a one month posting,

A Few R¿vwLwders fro,rtt Nxrs¿ MoLLg/Mrs . BohreY...

PREVENTION: "An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure"

. PLEASE keep your child home when they are sick. This also means that your child should be symptom
free for 24 hours before return¡ng to school. Call your MD with all of your concerns.

. lf your child has Asthma, we NEED a "rescue inhaler" for him/her here at school. You can download
those forms from the website or stop in the health office to pick them up. lt will require both an MD's
signature and your signature.

. Talk with your doctor to see if the flu vaccine is right for you and your family.

. Wash allfruits and vegetables before serving!

. Hand washing is your family's BEST defense against illness!

. Bring healthy snacks to school-it's a good life time habit to stad now!

. Due to colder weather approaching, it would be a good idea to buy your child a chapstick to keep in his/

her desk for chapped lips.
. Cough drops are allowed with a note from home.
. Please wear close-toed shoes.

Please feelfree to contact me directly with any health related concerns!



Mokena Educational
Foundation

Included in this newsletter is the first MEF
fundraiser which will be at Berkot's in Mokena.
Shop at Berkot's on the dates of October LTIb
& 18th or October 24Th & 2 Sth, present a
coupon at checkout and a percentage ofyour
total will be refunded to the Mokena Education
Foundation. It's a quick and easy way to give
back to our schools! Please feel free to share
these forms with your friends-extra copies
are available in the MES office.

The Mokena Educational Foundation is looking
for parents interested in becoming active
members of the Foundation and assisting in
the development of fundraising opportunities
to benefit all of our students in the Disftict.

Interested persons should contact Cathy
Gainer aT 479-0537.

Fire Prevention
Assemblies

Standardized Testing Dates for the
2011-2012 School Year

Terra Nova (Grd 3) - Jan. 23 - Jan.27

Cognitive Abilities Test (Grd K - 1) Feb. 13,

ISAT (Grd. 3) - March 5 - 16

Terra Nova (Grd. 1) - March 6 - 9

15, 16
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STRANGER DANGER

How does your child react when approached by someone

unfamiliar? Help your child to learn what to do and what
not to do when confronted by a stranger. Here are some

tips:

Avoid scare tactics: It can be upsetting for children to feel
like they live in a dangerous world filled with strangers who
want to do them harm. It's far more helpful for them to ex-
perience the world as basically a safe place. Children just
need to know and follow a few simple rules.

Talk about what's okay: Tell your child, "When you're with
Mom or Dad and someone you don't know says hello to you,

it's nice to say hello back to them."

Talk about what's not okay: You can tell your child that
most people are nice and friendly and want to help each

other. But there are a few bad people who want to harm oth-
ers. One viay you know them is if they ask you to go with
them without telling your parents, your teacher, or your
babysitter.

Discuss strategies: "'What can you do when a stranger tries
to get you to come with him or her? What can you say? Can
you ask for help?" Together, make a list of the ideas you
come up with, like testing the stranger with a secret pass-

word, runningaway and yelling "Help!", asking a nearby
grownup to help you, looking for a police officer, or going to
the nearest store, etc. Then choose the ones your child is

most comfortable with.

Role play: Play the parl of a stranger who may seem friendly
and innocent but really isn't: "Hi, want to come to my house? I
have a big bag of candy for you" or "Your mother is in the
hospital, and she told me to come and get you and bring you to
her." By rehearsing the scenario in advance, you will have
given your child the means and the confrdence to protect him-
self if he's ever confronted with the real thing.

Ad¿pted fiom Adele Faber and Elaine lVlazlish.

Adele Faber and Elaine Mazlish are besl-selling authors oJHow IoTalkSo
Kids Will Listen & Listen So Kids Will Talk, Siblings Without Rivalry, ard
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FOODs

B erkot's CommunjElnyolvq

20005 S. Wolf Road Mokena, IL 60448

Store # 309 Checker #
' Mokena Educational Foundation Dist 159

-Mokena' 
IT'

ge good for:

Total amount ofpurchase $
(Excluding tobacco, cigarettes liquor or tax)

Date of Shopping

Customer Signature

20005 S. tVolf Road Mokena. IL 60448

Store # 309 Checker #
Mokena Educational Foundation Dist 159

_Mokena, IL

s are good for:

(Excluding tobacco, cigarettes liquor or tax)

Date of Shopping

Customer Signature

20005 S. Wol_f Roød Mokenq. IL 60448

Store # 309 Checker #
Mokena Educational Foundation Dist 159

-Mokena, 
rI '

-
20005 S. Wolf Road Mokena. IL 60!48

Store # 309 Checker #
Mokena Educational Foundation Dist 159

_Mokena, II.

Total amount ofpurchase $
(Excluding tobacco, cigarettes liquor or tax)

Date of Shopping

Customer Signature

20005 S.lØal-f Road Mokena.IL 60448

Store # 309 Checker #

T';s

Mokena Educational Foundation Dist 159

_Mokena, IL

B ood for:

Total amount ofpurchase $
(Excluding tobacco, cigarettes liquor or tax)

Be d for:

Total amount ofpurchase $
(Excluding tobacco, cigarettes liquor or tax)

,

Berkot d for:

Total amount ofpurchase $
(Excluding tobacco, cigarettes liquor or tax)

Date of Shopping

Customer Signature

20005 S. Wol-f Road Mokenq. IL 60448

Store # 309 Checker #
Mokena Educational Foundation Dist 159

_Mokena, Ir.

Customer Signature

Date of Shopping

Customer Signature

Date of Shopping
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your child's heacl rvhile she reacls?

By payng close attenlion to her
or.vn questions - ancl reacì,ing

carefully for the ansrver.s-she
can underctand zr story bet,ter,

Here are ways yolrr yourìg-ster .cçt2
can use questronng to Ìmpl¡ove
her comprehension.

Before
Suggest that your chilcl get reacly

¡o read by asking questions ltefore

starting a book. Itor exarnple, il she's
gojrrg to read about l<oalas, ,she rnight

ttrink, "Wlra¡ do tÌrey'eat?" or "Where

do Lhey live?" These spccitìc qttestions
will er-rcourage her to reacl closel)' for
cìetails as she searches lbr the ans\Ã¡ers

During
Stopping to ask questicrns is zr good

way lor yolrr yoLrngster to keep tabs on

her ouar ur-rderstandÍng. I[she's reading

a l¡ook like lJenry anà Mudge cmd tlrc

Forever Søa (Cynthia Rylanr), she might
think, "lVait a r'rinute. Mudge is afraid

of u'ater, so why is he in the ocean?"

Then. she could ìook back in the book

ro -see if she tnissecì somethrng, or sÌre

can continue readìng to -see if the next
fcrv pages clear thiugs up ("Oh! He

rr"'anLed to catch a lobster.")

After
When yor.rr child finishes a book, le t

her think more deeply about it by askìrig

herself "big picture" questions. She

rnight ask, "What u'as the ;rroblern in
the stor)', ancl how did it get solved?"
"Would you like the main character as a

lì'iend? Why or w4ry not?" "Would you
like to iive in the story's setting?" Tip:

Help her rnake a list of quesrions to keep

on hand. She can ask-and
them after each book she reads.T

(l+2^É
fY4

$4

tlandwriring pracrice is cc¡lc¡räl ¿rnd [un with rhese

fàLl-themed projects:

o Let your )¡oungst-er collect ieaves lì-om the ground
and tear thetn into coufetri-sized piece-s. Then,

have him dip a corton swab in glue and r.rse it
to wrire a message on paper. ("lall i.s here!")
Finallll he can sprinkle his "leaf confetti" onto his
sricþ message and gently shake tl're paper to retnove the excess.

o Help your child cut 26 apple shapes fÏom red, yellorv, and gi-een constmction

paper. He can write an uppercase ancl a lc¡rvercase lelter on each one (Aa, Bb, Cc)

Let him ltse the apples to clecorate a l-rousehold bulletiu board. Or have him glue

them to posrer boarcl, and hang his "apple alphabet" on the wall ?

Read-aloud favorites

lThe Døy I Swapped
My Dad foY Two Goldfish
ln Neil Gaiman's Ìrilarious
srory, a litrle boy trades hi.s

latler for his friend's golcl-

fish. His mom insists that
he uacle back, but ir's too

late: d-re neìghborhood
childr-en have been swapping Dad back

and i'orth t'or tl'rings the)'want. Find
out how his fãmily ges hirn home.

I Those Shoøs

Jereml' lvants stripecì. high-top sneak-
ers like hr.s classmates have But rhe

popuiar shoes are

expensirte, ancl

he neecls boots
instead, His trip

to a rhrifi shop lezrds to an important
lesson. A hearrvr,'annir-rg tale lty lvlari-

beth Boels.

I Nighr Light:
A Booh About the Moott
Hou'are Earth ancl thc rnoon li,ke

trierids? In clever latrguage, Dana
Meachen Rau's nonfiction book
explains ht¡rv Earth ancl the lnoon are

held together by graviry. The book
also discusses tlle moon's phases,

orbit, and effèct on Earth's tides.
(Also available in Spanish,)

I Crow Call
Lizzie doesn't knou'her fãcher very
u,ell That's bec¿ruse he h¿rs been

alvay at war for a long time L-ots

l-owry's story descrìbes a special day

in 1945 r,vhen lãther
an<ì daughter recon-
necI ancl discover
they have a lor
t<¡ leam {ioni
each other.

er 2û1 I flesources fOr Educat0rs a d[,is on 0i CCI I lfc0rpor¿lùd
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Quick reads
These I0-minr.lte activities let ;,ou spend

time with your youngster while helping
hìm become a better reader-.

What am I readingl
Have each làmily member write

cìou'n words from a household item
and read them aloud Other players

tÐ'¡ to guess the source For instance,

),ou might lìnd "lland-wash in coìcl

'rvater" on a clothing Lag or "Enter"
and "Page Dowu" on a keyboard. The

fi.rst petson to ansv!'er correctly goes next.

pen Täì<e tttms drawing a line that con-

nects an)/ dot with the d,ot that's above,

belorr', or next to it (noL cliagonalllì

lf you drar.v a line tha¡ completes a

square, you get to claim tl.re sqttare b1'

writing a letter in.side Your goal i.s ro

write letr.ers in connecring sc{Ltares to

spell words. Worcls can lwist ancl tum
in any clirectior-r (up, over, down) as long
as the letters t-oucl'r, ancl you're allor.r'ed

[o continue a lvord slartecl by anotirer
persolì.

Wher.r every square is full, count the

letters r,vith your i.nk color- the pl¿r)'er

rvi¡h the most squares rtins T

Updated nulsery rhvmes
Read nursery rh;'rnes

together- Then, think of

\¡r'ays to change some

worcls to use details
from yoLrr child's life.
For exarnple, he might
say, 'Jack andJill rvent
up rhe hill to nde a

brand+rew scooter."
Ol you rrì.ght suggest,
"Lìttle t\{iss Muflèt sat

on a tuffet, eating ilel
mac and cheese."

Road sto¡ies
Encourage )¡ot1r youngster to keep a srnall notebook aud

pencil ir-r the car. Ask him to choose six to eight u'otds from

road signs ("Exit," "Stop," "Caution") and write rhem down. z\t.

home, take rur-ns n-raking up iines of a story thar include rvords

from the list. Your rale euds when every word has been used T
Connect
the dots

Turn this logic activiry into a lvord
game that ì.ets 1'our child pr-actice think-
ing zrheacì

Ezrch player chooses a cliflèrent-colored
J'or the Jirst timc this year. IIotv c-ctn I help het studyT

@ Consider having your daughter creäLe a "spelling

5¡¿¡ie¡"-¿ place rvhele she keeps her r¡'orcl lists, a

clictionaty, paper, a variety of wrirlng ntensil-s, ancì

a recorcler (a cassette player or ¿rn oÌd cell pl-rone).

Also, include spelling marerials like rnagnetic or

fc¡arn Ie¡ters or alphabet sdckers.

To studl', she can record herself reading her

rvords slowly, Then, ler her play thern back and

spell rhe rvords by arranging letters tlr u'riting theln dow'n. lp

She can also Ínvite rhe whole farnily to use her sration for a weckll' spelling bee

Täke run-rs spelling r.vorcìs from her list, eitl-rer out loud or with the alphabet supplies.

A speller .ur, ,.q...rt a worcl's definition or ask for it in a sentence. This will help

lour daughter learn the meanings of her words.?

favorite part of school is reaclìrrg

his stories to the cìla-ss. The chil-
dren rvrite sroúes all u'eel< long,

and on Friclal,s thel'sit in an
"author's chair" ancl reacl one

aloud.
5o I rhoughr, why not try

this at home? Nor¡', almost

every u,eekencl, we have a
lämily autiror's chair, where
each person shares sotletiring

he has wrirten. Chase usualll'
reads a stoÐ/ he \{Tofe at school.
IJìs oldel si-ster, lvho recently

srarted rwiting poerry, reads a

fèlv pclems [o everlrs¡6'
Then, m1'rvife and I take a

turn \Ve might reacl an en.rail

rve senl to a relative about
our farnillt \/acatioll or a short
note rve've ll.r'itten for work I
thir-rk it l-ras been goocl for our

children to see that adults
write, too!?

Writins show-and-tell
Our son Chase

told us drat his

OUR PURPOSE
1b prLrvicle bnsl parcttts wìth ptacttcal wa¡'s

r., pr(ìnìo(( tlrtir chilclrcr's tcadirrg, u'ritittg.
arrtl lrrrguagt skiìl:.

Resoutccs [br Eclucatots,
a clivision ol CCI I lncorporarerl

128 N Royal Avcnrre ' Front Royal, \,]A 22Ó10

540-ó3ó-+280' rlccrtstotncr@woltersklul'crcour
urw'tfeonlìne conr

lssN l5+0-5ó48

O 201 I Res0urccs for EdutatOrs, a aMsiOn 0l CCI I lncffP0råt:d
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cal Activities to Help Your Child Succeed Refrige¡ator Poster
Just hang your Recípes poster on
the refrigerator and sneak in an
activity when you have a few
minutes. These fun activities will
heþ develop school success and
positive behavior. Check off each
box as you complete the "recipe."

,'jr*ï:iîi#';1":':ilffi ?r,.-
rhen, prayers add,,- ^:T 

*T'""'u 
"""*;i#,qtÅ";;ffilf 

jnffi;
totaj. For examo'e soh,r r^ c_ , ,;"#:.Hrîitj: ïliJ,'?i"¿ rheir hishest
plav asain 1,,., -r. .#1"T lne winner is rhe

ij:lX*;.**t:,:ir., encourase ---1arcw' 
* Jt"gåäi

f5i{!ii',',,"...å:1î:iffi },å*"*1pcan she gei the,,ni.i,iä"¡," :ff",

Sentence Switch
Swappingjusr one word 

11n 
change the meaning of aTry this wdring activiry *,t you. iã;;;;-

Condnue around the table until you have a se

ã\___- it diff"r".,t'fä ;ä'.;;"'"nce 
in which everv word

t . ) ^ ,.r¡ ìa.r,,..\ Sl+ ("r have rwo _oik"y, ono o my cesk"). The last pr"y".,""ar'ä i*
sentence aloud_and 

,

\^iith a new one ," äT:i:O

lngredients : paper, pencil

On This DaY...
r ,--^-^l ^- tn¿lar¡'q Ãate 75 ye

vour young-
OtlL tuua;, ) r

r¡ll'

, newspLper

Then, get a copy of 
-today's 

newspaper'.H1e him browse

the headlines tor a 
'toty 

thát ñe thinks *X.!"-,.^,

ï;;;; in the fuuÉ (a new counffY is formed'

ä""#d il;;hu' u 
""ptiting 

winner)' and let

him cut it out.

Finaþ ask him to read both stories aloud to your

-fto*ouAcE 
ART'

^^'Âin¡ itto a game the

po', ,¡" 
"ÀLi'and ler her

Yffi7
O 20I I Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated . I28 N Royal Avenue . Fronr Royal, vA 22630 . 540-636-4i.80 . rfecustomer@woìlerskìuwercom . w.rfeonline com
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Itory Suitcases
<-- ^l.i--" fnr â

o

;\ woods, you might dtY l 
ferrL' 4rrufçv"'Þ

::;*J ;"d"*i tá g""t' each other's

numbers I-20 down one side of a piece
of paper. Then, ask him to think oi
something that equals
each number. Enctur-

Have your youngster write the

age him to be creativel
Examples:5 : the
number of people in
our house, 16 : the
number of legs on four
horses.

Good citizens take care of their homes and
communities. Together, brainstorm ways that
famiþ members can do their parts. For
er<ample, raking leaves keeps them from
blowing into neighbors' yards, and retuming
library books ensures others can read them.

I eosrvE ATTTTUDE
Ask your child to cut 10 circles from
colored paper. Then, have famiþ
members write a nice fortune on

each one. Example: "You'll have good luck in
sports today." Fold the circles, put them in a

bowl on the table, and let each famiþ mem-
ber pick one.

E rnusrwoRTHtNEss
Read a few magazine advertisements with
your youngster. Are they accurate, or do they
"stretch" the truth ("The best deal ever!") or
leave out important details ("Price subject to
change")? Ask your youngster how she can
help make sure that people trust her
(tell the truth, avoid araggerating).

CREAfNlTY
-) Look ar clouds rvttn

,, 
;::i:i::ï:åå"åiÏå'å

ií:'u::Ii",.ïi:;"/Ä\-

d":il*.îyi::T""j
i":-::u;q;r:x,:;";:tl;
',:iI"ïJTi",''î:::"];ti*es'Y[]3:iö:4::,':lìi'iilì 

"X;;ã.::5.'n";3ätä-"""'hi:'.1:tFt:i*hä*aYs to sort 
'1

l!,

o * o æo^.--**O æ9

Cong ratu lations !
We finished activities together on this poster.

Signed (parent or adult family member) Sþed (child)


