Internet Safety

Online predators – Sick and demented people that prey on people, usually young people, to try to form a relationship and eventually meet in person, usually for sexual encounters.

· Be very careful in chat rooms or web logs or stay away altogether
1. Never give out personal information and never meet in person.

· Try to have your children stay away from chat rooms or web logs; don’t let your children have their computers in their bedroom unsupervised.

· Go to these sites to learn about safe use of the internet:

1. http://www.missingkids.com/missingkids/servlet/PageServlet?LanguageCountry=en_US&PageId=169
2. http://tcs.cybertipline.com/
3. http://kids.getnetwise.org/tools/
4. http://www.netsmartz.org/netparents.htm
5. http://www.staysafeonline.info/
6. http://www.fbi.gov/cyberinvest/cyberhome.htm
Pop-up windows – These are windows with advertisements that start popping up on your computer after you have been visiting many websites using links from other websites

· Once the popup programs have been downloaded to your computer, it is difficult to stop the popup from occurring

· Use free programs like Adaware and Spybot to clean your computer regularly.

1. http://www.majorgeeks.com/download506.html
2. http://www.safer-networking.org/en/download/index.html
You can receive updates automatically from Kim Komandos’s site

· http://www.komando.com/
1. Separate emails for computer and internet news, questions and answers, cool but safe internet sites to visit.

2. This is an example of a cool site, it is a thinking machine where you can play a game of chess against it and watch it think of the moves:

a. turbulence.org/spotlight/thinking
· You can receive them daily, anyone can join

· Three emails a day builds up fast, but the information is valuable
· Can download a walkthrough of the game if necessary 

This is a website to search for wholesome games for ages toddlers thru 12 years old.

· http://familyfun.go.com/
This is a website to find reviews of video games as well as movies for children and teenagers ages 3 thru 17. Click on the KIDSCORE tab to go directly to the reviews.

· http://www.mediafamily.org/
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