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MIS ROCKETEER 

“Year’s end is  

neither an end  

nor a beginning  

but a going on, with all the wisdom that experience 

can instill in us.”   ~Hal Borland 

Happy New Year! 

A new year always brings with it new possibilities  

and opportunities.  You will find two new features  

in the Rocketeer.  Each month will showcase student 

work and a teacher from one of our classrooms.   

We hope this helps you to get to know our staff  

better and share some of the things our students are 

learning. 

This time of the year also marks the beginning of  

our testing season.  The fifth graders will be taking  

the Terra Nova in January and all students will be  

taking the ISAT in March.  The best way for students 

to prepare for any of these tests is to do their best 

each and every day in school.  On testing days, 

make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and a 

good breakfast.  Together we can make the testing  

experience a time of personal satisfaction and  

achievement. 

I hope that in 2012 your son or daughter will soar to 

“infinity and beyond!” 
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There’s No Place Like MIS!                                                                               

A Note From  

the Principal . . . 
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CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

Congratulations 

to Connie Beebe 

for being one of 

the winners in the Mokena Fire 

Protection District 2011 Essay  

Contest.  Connie, along with her 

parents, teacher and principal, 

have been invited to attend their 

Trustee Meeting on January 10th.  

Connie will be presented with a 

certificate and prize.  Thanks to her 

teacher, Maureen McDonough, for 

having her students participate in 

this contest. 
Awesome! 

      Essay Winners 
 

5th grade students, who 

participated and completed 

the DARE program, cele-

brated their courage to 

“Say No” with a graduation 

ceremony.   

 

Each student was required to write an essay to be 

eligible for graduation.  The essay was required to 

be a student’s composite of all the things they 

learned in the DARE program.  A student from 

each classroom was chosen to receive a certificate 

for the best essay.   

 

Congratulations to our essay winners: 

Hannah Bolden 

Noah Jefferson 

Kyle Kissinger 

Hannah Kowalkowski 

Emma Lundquist 

Samantha Vorderer 

Katelyn Weeks 

Earn Box Tops for MIS 
 MIS continues to collect  

Campbell Soup labels,  

General Mills Box Tops for  

Education, Tyson Food labels and empty 

computer ink jet cartridges.   

 Shop online at stores such as Land’s End, 

Walmart and Barnes & Noble. 

 Check the local paper on Jan. 8 for the 

100 point bonus offer collection sheet! 

Some of these are redeemed for audio-visual 

equipment, and others for cash which helps us 

purchase audio-visual and technology-related 

equipment for MIS.  Collection bins are in the 

main office. For more information, go online to 

www.labelsforeducation.com. 

 

SunnyD 
®
 Book Spree  

Now in it’s fourth year, the 

SunnyD Book Spree  

expects to give away more 

books to schools and classrooms than ever!  

Send in SunnyD labels to help the teachers at 

MIS earn Scholastic Books.  For every 20  

eligible labels teachers receive, they earn 20 

Scholastic books.   
 

 Simply send in the UPC labels from 128 oz,  

64 oz, 48 or 16-oz bottles, or 24, 12, 8, or  

6-packs. 
 

Visit www.sunnyd.com/bookspree for eligible  

labels. 

Collecting & Recycling . . . 

http://tracking.shpc-email.com/tracking/?u=MULVANEYD@MOKENA159.ORG&msg=2F2FBBCD.5750.448A.B719.29E8E4DFD124.0003.20110921.JFSYGVGFINMMDPPV@shpc-email.com&url=http://www.sunnyd.com/bookspree/
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MOKENA PTA UPDATES 
Thanks to everyone who attended our  

December events:  Santa’s Secret Work-

shop, MJH Dance, and MIS Movie Night.  

We hope everyone had a great time!   

A special thanks to the parents and student 

council members who volunteered their time 

to make these programs possible. 
 

 We’re going to try something new 

in January.  We will be moving our 

regularly scheduled PTA meeting to 

Wednesday, January 25 at 9:30 am 

in the PTA Room at MES.  We hope some of 

you will be able to attend at this special time. 

 

 Scrip (gift card) orders will still be taken for 

the remainder of the school year.  Due dates 

will be published soon.  Please watch for 

them.  If you have any questions 

about Scrip, contact Tiffinee at 

tiffers13@comcast.net. 

 

 Did you get a new electronic 

device recently?  PTA can recycle 

your small electronic devices (cell 

phones, e-readers, netbooks,  

laptops, etc.) and earn money at the same 

time.  This is in addition to our inkjet/laser 

cartridge recycling program.  Simply send 

your electronic to the school office, and mark 

it for PTA.  We’ll do the rest.  Thanks for 

your support! 

 

 Mark your calendars now - the Fun 

Fair is coming on March 4 from 

11am to 3pm at MES.  More details 

will be coming soon! 

 

 Do you have a question, concern, or idea for 

PTA?  We would love to have you stop by a 

meeting, or you can e-mail the PTA board at 

MokenaPTA@gmail.com.  We appreciate 

your support! 

 

              

            January 13 — 

          Rainbow Recognition 

                       Day 

 

On this day at school, each class has been 

assigned to wear a different color of the 

rainbow in recognition of Martin Luther 

King, Jr., whose birthday is on January 15th.  

 

RED—Horsch, Miller, McDonnell 

 

ORANGE—McGreal, Roberts, Essary 

 

YELLOW—Vetter, Paris 

 

GREEN—Grice, Coltri, Staff 

 

BLUE—Berndt, Hocking, Pote 

 

PURPLE—Conroy, McDonough, Villarrubia 

 

 

January 18 — Aurelio’s Pizza Night &  

No Homework Night 

 

Have you taken the time to participate in an 

Aurelio’s fundraising night yet 

this year?  Save this date for the 

next family pizza night!  If your 

class had 85% participation on 

Red & Green Day, you’ll also 

have a No Homework Night! 

 

 

January  27 — “Hats ON Day” 

Students will have the  

opportunity to wear a hat to 

school if they donate at least 

$1.00 to the Foundation for  

Children with Cancer.  Bring a 

dollar on this day, and your 

class rep. will give you a sticker to wear with 

your hat!  Help us to reach our goal of at 

least $250!  If our goal is reached, all classes 

will earn a No Homework Day during  

February. 

STUDENT COUNCIL  
CORNER 
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IN THE HALLS OF MIS... 
Learning Center Happenings 

MIS has a new reading 

program that just started in 

December.  Culver’s of 

Frankfort is sponsoring the program. 
 

Here’s how it works: 

1. The students were given a bookmark and 

instructions the first week in December. 

2. Students are to keep a reading log of the 

minutes that they read.  When they read 60 

minutes, we put the title of the book on the 

first line of the bookmark. 

3. After the student has read 300 minutes (5 

lines on the bookmark), they are to bring the 

book log and the bookmark to the Learning 

Center for verification, and then they will  

receive a certificate for a free custard.  

4. Continue reading until they read an  

additional 300 minutes (600 total), bring the 

book log and bookmark to the Learning 

Center and they will receive a coupon for a 

free kid’s meal from Culver’s. 

5. Keep going and earn as many cones and 

kid’s meals as you can!!! 

6. Watch the bulletin board in the main hall to 

see how many cones and kid’s meals are 

given away! 

Get Ready for  

Art Class!!! 
The second semester will begin the 

week of January 16.  All 4th and 5th 

graders will be switching from music 

class to art class for the remainder of 

the year.  Please make sure your student has the 

following supplies:  scissors, glue stick, markers, 

two or three wooden #2 pencils (NOT mechanical), 

and a good eraser.  Colored pencils, crayons, and 

watercolor paints are optional. 

Making Gingerbread Houses 
Mr. McGreal’s class 

made gingerbread 

houses before the  

holiday break.  The 

kids were excited 

about the break and all of the holiday 

events.  Making the gingerbread houses 

was a fun activity after the class worked 

on a number of projects and tests  

leading up to the break. 

Skeletal/Muscular Systems 
Mr. McGreal’s 

Science classes 

have been 

working hard 

exploring the 

muscular and 

skeletal systems.  Various medias were 

used in addition to working on a webquest 

and having a guest speaker come in to  

explain these systems.   
 

A special thank you to Mr. Haverstock, a 

pediatric physical therapist, who was our 

guest speaker.  He shared his knowledge of 

the functions of the muscles and bones 

through a powerpoint presentation, stu-

dent participation in demonstrations, as 

well as a question and answer session.  This 

was an excellent way to enhance what is 

already being done in the classroom.  It 

also reinforces that what is learned in the 

classroom has meaning outside of the 

classroom as well. 



 

ROCKET TEACHER FEATURE 

I AM THE WORKING PEN OF A COLORFUL DRAWING. 
 

I am the sharp claws of a leaping lion. 

 

I AM THE WATER OF THE DEEP PACIFIC OCEAN. 
 

I am the wave moving in the warm deep water. 
 

I am the lazy sloth sleeping in the tree. 

 

I am the rabbit tasting the carrots. 

 

I am the car on a crowded highway. 
 

I am the rudder of a large boat. 

 
I am the whistle for a loud train. 

 
I am the hammer hitting a stiff nail. 

 
I am the memory of a lightning fast computer. 

 

I AM THE ROOTS OF A STRONG OAK. 

 
I am the blade of a rapid helicopter. 

 
I am the owl in the dark night. 

 
I am the dryness of the boiling hot desert. 

 

I am me and only me. 

 

 

By:  Aidan Johnson 
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I am a gazelle leaping through the savanna. 
 

I am a notebook being written by me. 
 

I am a glass washing in the dishwasher. 
 

I am a string holding the family blanket together. 
 

I am the metal standing strong at the bottom of  

a building. 
 

I am a sled speeding down a snowy hill. 
 

I am a lion seeking its prey. 
 

I am a cat rubbing against my master’s leg. 
 

I am a daughter loved by the family. 
 

I am a watch ticking on a wrist. 
 

I am the red and green lights twinkling on a  

Christmas tree. 
 

I am the silence soothing someone under the  

crystal clear water. 
 

I am a frog moving quickly over a lake on lily pads. 
 

I am a dolphin moving swiftly through the water. 
 

I am the sound coming from a bass. 
 

I am me, and only me. 
 

 

By:  Layne Stevens 

Mrs. Coltri has taught 4th grade in Mokena for 12 years but has been teaching for a  

total of 23 years.  She currently teaches math, social studies and language arts to her 

homeroom, and math and social studies to Mrs. Vetter’s class.  One of her main points 

of interest with her students is to encourage their passion for writing. 
 

Different types of writing are emphasized with Mrs. Coltri’s homeroom students.   

Details, word usage, structure of paragraphs, informative writing, and creativity are some of the points of focus for each 

required piece.  Through the use of poetry, these points can be identified and reinforced.  The 4th grade students in 

Mrs. Coltri’s class were introduced to their first poetry assignment called “I Am”.  Each line began with I am and  

illustrated 15 specific talents and personality traits associated with each student.  After a week of editing and revising 

word usage, the students were very impressed with the final drafts. 
 

Here are two of the many great poems that were composed in Mrs. Coltriõs classes: 
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BIRTHDAY TREATS 
As a school district, we have to be  

pro-active with regard to the health  

and well being of our entire student  

population.  In order to promote  

healthier eating habits overall, to comply with  

recent legislation and to protect those students 

with food allergies and sensitivities, and medical  

conditions that require our care and support, we 

have a “non-edible birthday treat” policy through-

out the district.  If you would like to send some-

thing to the class to celebrate on your child’s 

birthday, some suggestions include:  pencils,  

stickers, special erasers, the donation of a favorite 

book to the classroom, or possibly a donation to a 

charity in your child’s or classroom’s name. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
 

When sending money or notes  

to school with your child please 

remember to put the following information 

on the item: 
 

 Student’s First and Last Name 
 

 

 Teacher’s Name/Room # 
 

 

 If  sending money or checks, list 

what the money is for:  ex. lunch 

money, field trip, MIS wear, etc. 

MIS Website Offeringsé 
 Lunch Menu  

 Virtual Backpack  

 Monthly Calendar  

 Student/Parent 

Resources  

 Transportation Procedures  

 Reading Counts  
 

Donôt forget to check the MIS page 

at www.mokena159.org often to 

get the latest information!  

SAFETY FIRST 
The use of cell phones while 

driving on school grounds, or in 

a school zone, is illegal. 
 

Smoking is also prohibited on school property. 

SCHOOL CLOSING  

INFORMATION  
 

Families can find out if 

school is closed via any of 

the following: 

 

 www.mokena159.org 

 

 Announcements will 

be made between 

6:30 and 8:00 am on  

WJOL (AM-1340), WBBM  

(AM-780) and Channel 9 television. 

 

 A Connect Ed message will be sent  

by District Office to all parents/ 

guardians. 

Field Trips - There are several 

field trips planned this year.  Please 

assist your child in following the 

guidelines of the field trip so he/she 

will have a positive experience. 

(bring lunch, dress appropriately, turn in  

permission slip and money by due date).   Field 

trips are planned throughout the year as part 

of the curriculum.  Attending a field trip is an 

important part of the learning process.  Class 

discussion and activities are implemented  

before and after field trips in order to enhance 

the curriculum.  Field trips are truly a learning 

experience for all the students.  We highly  

encourage all students to attend the field trips 

that are planned. 
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Standardized Tests — Choose to do well! 

Itôs that time of year again.  Kids all over the country are sharpening 

their #2 pencils and sweating in nervous anticipation.  5th graders will 

be taking Terra Nova tests January 17 ð 27.  4th and 5th graders will 

be taking ISATs March 5 ð 16.  Itôs never too late to prepare.   

Remember, your childôs teacher has most likely been doing some test 

preparation in school, so donôt worry ð your goal is not to cram a yearôs 

work of learning into a few days, but to help him learn some test -taking  

strategies.  These last-minute, test -prep tips and strategies will help him relax and do his best.  

Easing Pre-Test Jitters 
  Itôs normal for kids to get nervous before a significant test.  If your child is  

  overly worried in your opinion, try these tips:  
 

Reassure your child ð Tell your child that the test will be used to evaluate how well a school 

or school district is educating itôs students.  Itôs important for kids to have a sense of the broader 

context. 
 

Put the test in perspective ð Explain that test scores are looked at along with many other 

pieces of information in determining your childôs achievement level.  Her grades and progress 

over time, for example, are also very important.  This may be a big test, but it is still just one 

test! 
 

Make sure he gets his rest ð Make sure your child will be comfortable and alert on the day of 

the test.  He should get a good nightôs sleep the night before and an energy-boosting breakfast.  

Try to include both protein (eggs, yogurt, milk) and carbohydrates (fruit, oatmeal, toast).  
 

Dress in layers ð Have your child dress comfortably in layers so that he can take clothes off or 

put them on, depending on the temperature of the room.  
 

Pack a snack ð Even if your child doesnôt normally have a snack time during the school day, he 

may be allowed to have one if thereôs a break during the test.  Check with his teacher. 

Q: Should I guess if I donôt know the answer? 

A: The answer is yes.  Most tests donôt take off 

points for answering incorrectly; they just 

donôt add any!  (Both the Terra Nova and 

ISAT tests follow this practice.)  
 

Q: What should I do if Iôm stuck on a question? 

A: Skip it.  Your child can always return to the 

question once heôs answered those heôs 

more sure about. 

Q: How can I avoid skipping 

a line on the answer 

sheet? 
 

 

A: If your child is given blank 

pieces of paper to use as 

scrap, she can use the 

straight edge of one of 

those papers or an extra pencil to keep her 

place on the answer sheet. 



 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

2 

 

No School 

 

Winter Break 

3 

 

Classes Resume 

4 5 6 

9 10 11 12 

 

School Board Meeting 

MES, 7:00 pm 

13 

 

2nd Quarter Ends 

 

Rainbow Colors Day 

16 
 

No School 

 

Martin Luther  

King, Jr. Day 

17 18 

 

No Homework Night 

 

Aurelioõs Pizza Night 

19 20 

 

Report Card Day 

23 

6-Flags  

Succeed Begins 

 

PTA Meeting 

MES, 4:00 pm 

24 25 

 

Market Day Pickup 

MJHS, 4:30-5:30 pm 

26 27 

 

Hats ON Day 

30 

 

PTA Chuck E. Cheese 

Fundraising Night 

31    

 

JANUARY 2012 

Terra Nova Testing (Grade 5) 

Terra Nova Testing (Grade 5) 



 


