
Over the last couple weeks, you should have 
received a letter and you  may have heard RtI 
or ISE mentioned from your child.  In accor-
dance with State and Federal laws and regula-
tions, Mokena School District is beginning the 
process of implementing Response to Inter-
vention (RtI).  There are many different mod-
els for how a school might implement RtI to 
improve student performance.  The RtI model 
Mokena has adopted is called a walk-to-
intervention model, where students are pro-
vided additional reading support based on 
their individual strengths and weaknesses dur-
ing their 30 minute ISE (Intervention/Support/
Enrich) time each day.  This is an extension of 
our core curriculum in Reading, and is in addi-
tion to, not in place of or part of, the daily 
Reading class.  RtI is a school-wide frame-
work for efficiently using resources to im-
prove student outcomes.  During ISE, students 
are grouped and move around according to 
need.  Classroom teachers, Specials’ teachers 
and aides all assist in the administration of 

activities during ISE.  At Parent/Teacher Confer-
ences on November 10, classroom teachers will 
share with parents information regarding your 
child’s performance.  The classroom teacher is the 
resource person for specific information on student 
progress and will contact parents if more intensive 
support is needed. 

Additional information pertaining to RtI, in gen-
eral, can be found on the following websites:   

 www.fccrr.org 

 www.isbe.state.il.us 

 www.rtinetwork.org  

The RtI process adds to our continuum of pro-
grams to improve student achievement. 

� � �

� �

    Michael J. Krugman 

          Principal 

A Note From… 
the Principal 

���������	
		��

����������	��
�����
������
��������������������������������������

��
��

�������
�����
�����������
���
 ��!�����
��"�#���$�������%�����
��$�
����
&'(�'	�����""�����
�����
���'"������
�)����

��
�
��
��
��

*������*�	�
"���� +�

 
���	�
��)���
���*�������
�#��%������"��
#��,���#�����
��,�����'"������
�
�����
,�������
�%��"����

-�
-�
-�
-�

��	������.�/�
&�	/�������.��
�
���0��������
$�������1����	�
��

��
��
��

&���
��.�/���2�3����
���",���������,��
���
.���
�
,���
������0��

4�
4�
4�

��)��"����	�&�5�3��
�6��
��&��5�.�1��2�
& $�
����
��������

�
7�
7�

�����
,���0��!�����
�8��� 9�

��1�	/�������
"��� ��

��������	������
�� �

���
������
��
����
���������

�
��������������
�
�
���������
�����

��	

��������
�� �
�

· ���	���� �
!�����"�����#���

�����$��������������� %�
!����&�
%���'(�)
�!�

· "�����*
!�����+���������"�����#���

�����$��������������� �
!���#&�
%���'(�)
�!�

· ����,�
������%�

������������� -.�/0�1��2�/3��

· +��������4����

������������� -.�/0��.�2��.'�

· 5���	��6����

� 777)�
%���'(�)
�!�

District 159 Virtual Backpack 2009-2010  

Mokena School District 159 is pleased to announce that we are continuing our efforts of "going 
green" by implementing a new approach to communicating messages from our community groups 
and municipal agencies to our students and their families.  We will no longer be sending those fliers 
home in backpacks with our students, but rather posting them through the Virtual Backpack link 
that appears on the district's website homepage.  These flyers are posted in PDF format so they can 
be downloaded and/or printed on any computer. 

Mokena School District receives numerous requests from outside organizations to distribute promo-
tional/information materials to our students.  All approval for distributing this information is based 
on our School Board Policy.  All requesting organizations should be aware that the only material 
considered for publication on our Virtual Backpack will be an activity that a school-aged student 
can participate in.  Mokena School District 159 does not participate in advertising products or ser-
vices to the parents of our district. 

Organizations wishing to have their fliers appear in the Virtual Backpack should email a PDF ver-
sion to Barbara Germany at germanyb@mokena159.org.  If approved by the district superintendent, 
all fliers are limited to a one month posting. 

 



We have reached the end of the first quarter 
already and the staff and students have been 
keeping very busy.  Our students have been 
keeping busy with curriculum activities, 
lessons, projects, assemblies and field trips. 
All the MIS students recently participated in 
Red Ribbon Week.  This event focuses on 
educating students about healthy choices, 
especially the choice to stay drug free.  We 
had awareness activities throughout the 
week, hoping to send a positive message to 
our students to lead a drug free life. 
MIS students also participated in the annual 
Fire Prevention Assemblies.  Members of 
the Mokena Fire Department discussed the 
importance of having your house address 
visible with the fourth grade students.  The 
fifth-grade students reviewed fire safety pro-
cedures while playing a fun game.  The fifth 

grade students also have the 
opportunity to participate in 
the Fire Prevention Essay 
Contest.  Winners will receive US savings 
bonds and the 1st place winner will get a ride 
to school in a fire truck.  We encourage all 
our fifth grade students to show their writing 
skills and participate in the contest. 
There are many activities planned for No-
vember, so please check the calendar. Have 
a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday. 
               

      Sincerely, 

 

      Patti Bogdan 

                               Assistant Principal 
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What do you do if it is almost time for your child to go to school and they say they feel sick?  If your child has any of 
the following symptoms, please keep them home: 
 
A temperature over 100.0F.(remember that Tylenol, Advil, etc., can mask the symptoms of a fever).  Take your child’s 
temperature BEFORE you give any fever-reducing or pain relieving medications.  Children should be fever-free 
(without medication) for 24 hours before returning to school. 
 
Persistent vomiting and/or diarrhea.  Keep your child home till illness is over and for 24 hours after last episode.  
(without medication). 
 
 A severe cold with thickened secretions or severe cough that keeps the child awake at night, and/or worsens with in-
creased activity.  Your child may need to see a doctor.  When cough is improving, your child may return to school. 
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The week of November 16, 2009 is National Education Week.  MIS staff would like to invite the parents to Parent Visitation 
Day on Friday, November 20, from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm.  You will have the opportunity to visit your child’s classroom 
while the students are in session.  All visitors must check in at the front office for a visitor’s pass.  Each classroom will have 
chairs set up in the back of the room for your convenience. 
 
Please limit the time of your visit, and in order to avoid any classroom disruption young siblings should not attend. 
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Inclement Weather  

Reports 
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CALLING ALL  5 TH GRADE STUDENTS!!!!  
 
The Mokena Fire Department is sponsoring their 4th Annual Essay Contest!  The contest is open to all fifth grade students at 
MIS.  The topic of the essay this year is: “What Have I Learned About Fire Safety Since Kindergarten?”  Each essay should 
not exceed two pages, type written and double-spaced.  Please turn in your essay to the MIS office no later than November 20, 
2009.  More information on the contest was sent home with the students, but if you have further questions please contact Mo-
kena Fire Protection District at 708-479-5371. 
 

 



Student Drop-off and Pick-up Procedure ������� ���	�
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Computer Lab 
If you’re not sure how to spell a word, I have the perfect place for you to look.  Go to www.dictionary.com, 
there you can find out how your word is spelled correctly.  Just type the word the way you think it is spelled 
and it will bring up a list of recommended words.  Choose one and it will give you all the information and the 
meaning of what you are looking for.  This is a great tool and it also has a tab for dictionary, Thesaurus, and 
translator into many languages, the encyclopedia and the web.  This is a great resource to use when doing 
your homework. 
 

Congratulations to the following students for 
being on the Launch Newspaper Staff 

 

Devynn Roehlk-127 Jake Leonard-143 

Matt Helwig-140 Lauren Franceschini-141 

Caroline Heathcock-132 Emily St. Clair-105 

Peyton Nigro-127 Abby Mueller-135 

Emily Peters-142 Becky LiVigni-143 

Hayley Grebic-122 Gavin Wall-143 

Julia Roessler-132 Rose Lagone-134 

Claire Peters-126 Nicole Swanson-112 

Laura Liden-132  

Liam Smith-142  

Taylor Miron-132  

Maddie Jones-140  

Kevin Meaux-132  

    4th grade members                        5th grade members 

Staff Development 
The MIS Staff members continue to work towards student improvement and achievement.  During the Oc-
tober Institute Day the reading teachers received training on specific interventions that they will be intro-
ducing to the students during the RtI intervention time.  All MIS students have a scheduled ISE, 
(Intervention, Support, Enrichment) time and will be working on various reading skills. The math teachers 
worked on curriculum goals, which include technology, quarterly assessments and planning. The MIS Staff 
is always working towards student improvement to enable our student to soar to educational excellence. 
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Mokena Public Library Help  
If you are looking for a little help with your homework the “Live Homework Help” is a great resource from the Mokena Public 
Library. Go to the library website www.mokena.lib.il.us, click on Children then Homework Help to get on-line tutoring. 
The Mokena Public Library also has a set of Mokena textbooks for grades 4 and 5.  If you forget your textbook at school you 
can use the books at the library, just ask for assistance at the Children’s Circulation Desk.  Library hours are as follows: 
 
     Monday thru Thursday –9:00am-9:00pm 
     Friday – 9:00am-6:00pm 
     Saturday – 9:00am-5:00pm 
     Sunday – Closed 
 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
During a recent School Board Meeting, several MIS students had the privilege of representing their extra-curricular activity and 
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Thank you for doing such a good job. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From left to right, Kasey Abrahamsen, Superintendent; Karen Perry, Becky LiVigni, Joshua Perch and Mason Maze. 
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What we are Doing 
Students in Physical Education have been working hard here at MIS.  
We just finished up with our volleyball unit and are moving right into 
basketball and bowling.  We had some pretty good volleyball games 
over the past few weeks.  The students are having fun and that is our 
number one priority.  Mr. Horn’s classes just started their bowling unit 
and Mrs. Lavery’s classes are currently in basketball.  Our fitness 
days are coming along quite well too.  Students are working hard at 
keeping those heart rates up.  At MIS we try to incorporate all compo-
nents of fitness on these days.  

 
Article of the Month 
Here is a great article that helps explain why PE is so important.  
Please follow this web address to check it out.  
http://www.ophea.net/Ophea/Ophea.net/Active-Kids-Score-Higher.cfm 
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“My dear doctor, I’m surprised to hear you 
say that I am coughing very badly, because I 
have been practicing all night.” 
                                                  John Philpot Curran  
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PARENTS YOU CAN HELP STOP THE SPREAD OF 

FLU! 
· Get flu shots for you and your children. 
· Recognize signs of flu. 
· Keep sick children at home.  
      (Refer to the Parent/Student Handbook) 
· Disinfect frequently touched surfaces at 

home. 
 

STUDENTS CAN HELP TOO! 
· Wash hands frequently with soap and 

water for at least 20 seconds. 
· If soap and water not available, cleanse 

hands with a hand sanitizer. 
· Cover your mouth and nose with a    

tissue when sneezing or coughing,  
(then throw it away) or sneeze/cough 
into your shoulder. 

· Keep from touching your eyes, nose 
and mouth. 

· Don’t share drinks, water bottles, eating 
utensils or cell phones.   

 
BE SELFISH WITH YOUR GERMS! 
KEEP THEM TO YOURSELF! 

 

DON’T BE A  SWINE 
TO COVER YOUR COUGH IS FINE. 
 
THAT SWINE HAS MADE ME BLUE, 
CUZ HE JUST GAVE ME THE FLU! 
 
INFECTION CONTROL’S 
 THE WAY TO GO! 
TO STOP THE FLU  
 FROM GETTING YOU! 

 
 

POETRY CORNER  
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HUMOR IS THE BEST 

 MEDICINE                                                                                                                                               
If only the sick ones 
stayed at home! 

IS IT COLD OR FLU? 
KNOW HOW TO TELL THE  

DIFFERENCE 
 

If you have a stuffy nose, sneezing, 
sore throat and a hacking cough, you 
probably have a COLD. 
 
If you have a high fever, severe 
headache, muscle and body aches, 
extreme tiredness, and a dry cough, 
you probably have the FLU. 
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